
Populist Challenges to  Industrial Change

A. Mary Lease Raises Hell Among the Farmers
a. This is a nation of inconsistencies. The Puritans fleeing from oppression became oppressors. We fought
England for our liberty and put chains on four million of blacks. We wiped out slavery and our tariff laws
and national banks began a system of white wage slavery worse than the first.

b. Wall Street owns the country. It is no longer a government of the people, by the people, and for the
people, but a government of Wall Street, by Wall Street, and for Wall Street.

c. The great common people of this country are slaves, and monopoly is the master. The West and South
are bound and prostrate before the manufacturing East.

d. Money rules, and our Vice-President is a London banker. Our laws are the output of a system which
clothes rascals in robes and honesty in rags.

e. The [political] parties lie to us and the political speakers mislead us. . . . The politicians said we
suffered from overproduction. Overproduction, when 10,000 little children, so statistics tell us, starve to
death every year in the United States, and over 100,000 shopgirls in New York are forced to sell their
virtue for the bread their niggardly wages deny them. . . .

f. We will stand by our homes and stay by our fireside by force if necessary, and we will not pay our
debts to the loan-shark companies until the government pays its debts to us. The people are at bay; let the
bloodhounds of money who dogged us thus far beware.

B. William Jennings Bryan’s “Cross of Gold Speech (Harper's Weekly, 18 July, 1896)
a. You come to us and tell us that the great cities are in favor of the gold standard; we reply that the great
cities rest upon our broad and fertile prairies. Burn down your cities and leave our farms, and your cities
will spring up again as if by magic; but destroy our farms and the grass will grow in the streets of every
city in the country.

b. My friends, we declare that this nation is able to legislate for its own people on every question, without
waiting for the aid or consent of any other nation on earth; and upon that issue we expect to carry every
state in the Union. I shall not slander the inhabitants of the fair state of Massachusetts nor the inhabitants
of the state of New York by saying that, when they are confronted with the proposition, they will declare
that this nation is not able to attend to its own business. It is the issue of 1776 over again. Our ancestors,
when but three million in number, had the courage to declare their political independence of every other
nation; shall we, their descendants, when we have grown to seventy millions, declare that we are less
independent than our forefathers?

c. No, my friends, that will never be the verdict of our people. Therefore, we care not upon what lines the
battle is fought. If they say bimetallism is good, but that we cannot have it until other nations help us, we
reply, that instead of having a gold standard because England has, we will restore bimetallism, and then
let England have bimetallism because the United States has it. If they dare to come out in the open field
and defend the gold standard as a good thing, we will fight them to the uttermost. Having behind us the
producing masses of this nation and the world, supported by the commercial interests, the laboring
interests and the toilers everywhere, we will answer their demand for a gold standard by saying to them:
You shall not press down upon the brow of labor this crown of thorns, you shall not crucify mankind
upon a cross of gold.


