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TOPIC: Impact of the Great Irish Famine

SUBJECT/GRADE LEVEL: Social Studies, Grade Level 10

TITLE: New York State Relief Efforts

AIM QUESTION: How did Americans contribute to Irish famine relief?

NEW YORK STATE SOCIAL STUDIES STANDARDS:

World History: Students will use a variety of intellectual skills to demonstrate their

understanding of major ideas, eras, themes, developments, and turning points in

world history, and examine the broad sweep of history from a variety of perspectives.

Geography: Students will use a variety of intellectual skills to demonstrate their

understanding of the geography of the interdependent world in which we live --

local, national and global -- including the distribution of people, places and

environments over the Earth's surface.

Economics: Students will use a variety of intellectual skills to demonstrate their

understanding of how the United States and other societies develop economic systems

and associated institutions to allocate scare resources, how major decision-making

units function in the U.S. and other national economies, and how an economy solves

the scarcity problem through market and non-market mechanisms.

TEACHER BACKGROUND: The history of the Great Irish Famine demonstrates the role

of private charitable and humanitarian aid played in the relief of the poor. While the

British government spent some 10,000,000 pounds in Ireland during the Famine,

private contributions amounting to 1,500.000 provided essential aid- particularly

when official policy was inadequate. The 200,000 pounds that Irish and British

Quakers contributed to Irish relief (valued at 11,000,000 today) was remembered as

much for how the aid was distributed: fairly to all, as much as for the amount

contributed (Goodbody 30-31).

When the news of the Irish famine reached North America charitable individuals

and groups worked together to gather money, food and supplies for the suffering

poor. Many sent their aid care of the Irish Quakers who had founded the Central

Relief Committee in the fall of 1846. (Many others sent aid through religious

organizations, principally the Catholic church in Ireland.) Where New Yorkers' aid

to the CRC originated is one way to hypothesize about where Irish immigrants lived

in 1847.



3/12.NYS Relief

2

AIM: How did Americans contribute to Irish famine relief?

ASSESSMENT:

- Students will demonstrate an understanding of cause and effect in history and the

ability to support conclusions based on an evaluation of evidence through individual

and group writing assignments and during group and class discussions.

- Students will demonstrate the importance of examining and respecting multiple

perspectives when explaining historical events.

- Students will demonstrate the ability to examine and explain the significance of

primary source documents.

- Students will demonstrate the ability to explore the use of poetry and songs in the

creation of metaphors for understanding historical events and the use of historical

events as symbolizes in an examination of the human condition.

- Students will demonstrate the ability to apply an understanding of historical events

to explain contemporary problems.

DO NOW ACTIVITY: Read ACTIVITY SHEET: HOSPITALITY RECALLED and answer

questions 1-3.

MOTIVATIONAL ACTIVITY: Do you or your family help people less fortunate than you

are? Why or why not? Why do people give charity to others?

TRANSITIONAL ACTIVITY: What do you learn about Mrs. Fitzgerald from this story?

Why did Mrs. Fitzgerald give charity to others? Why did Mrs. Fitzgerald tell the poor

woman to eat and drink before she fed the children? Do you agree or disagree?

Explain. Why was the farmer upset with his wife? What is the moral of this story?

During the Great Irish Famine, would you have given aid to the Irish? Explain.

ACTIVITY:

- The Irish Relief Committee organized by New Yorkers in 1847 sent some $250,000 in

aid to Ireland between February 1847 and May 1848. 1. Students have written their

letters requesting aid for Skibbereen.

2. Convene a meeting of the Irish Relief Committee to consider the applications for

relief. Remember that members of the Committee are businessmen: merchants,

bankers, shipping company owners, government officials including a former Mayor

of New York City and a newspaperman who would become President of Columbia

University. You are people accustomed to making decisions based on facts. You must

rank the letters in order of most pressing need. What criteria will you use? How will

you evaluate the data in the letters? What is fact? What is impression? Create tables,

charts and graphs to communicate your decision.
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SUMMARY QUESTION:

HOMEWORK: Write a persuasive essay taking a position on the question whether

private charities or humanitarian organizations combat or contribute to poverty.

APPLICATION:

PROJECT:

- Create a poster for the Irish Relief Committee. What choices will you make about

image? message? media?

- Which place that donated to the Central Relief Committee is closest to your school?

Look in newspapers and other records from the 1840s for details about the

contributions made to famine relief. Try to answer the following questions.

What did people know about the famine? How did they know about it? How was the

relief drive organized? Who headed the organization? Were there lists kept of

contributors? How would you have organized that famine relief drive?

- Are descendants of those people, organizations, or businesses in the area today?

Write one of them and let them know that you appreciate that their 1847 counterpart

was a good neighbor.

REFLECTION: Teachers especially liked the idea of using contributions to

famine relief to found out about local communities in the 1840s. Middle school

teachers felt they could organize an entire unit on the Irish in New York State

during this era including material on the construction of the Erie Canal and

immigrant neighborhoods in New York City. This lesson can also be connected

to other local groups that contributed to famine relief, especially the Choctaw

Indians of Oklahoma. See the book, The Long March by ........                                
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ACTIVITY SHEET A) HOSPITALITY RECALLED

Source: Roger McHugh, “The Famine in Irish Oral Tradition," in R. Dudley Edwards and Desmond Williams,

eds. The Great Famine. Dublin: Browne and Nolan, 1962. pp. 404-405.                            

I often heard of Mrs. Ned Fitzgerald, Mountinfant [Co. Cork], two miles north of

our village. She was grandmother to the present owners and always helped the poor

and never left a hungry man, woman or child go unfed from her door. One day, as I

heard, a poor woman with two starving children came to her house. She gave them

milk to drink and bread to eat. The poor woman was eating nothing herself but

attending to the children. When Mrs. Fitzgerald saw this, she said to the poor woman,

"Now take and eat yourself first and eat enough and keep yourself as strong as you

can, so that you may be able to provide for your children, for what could they do if

you allowed yourself to starve, and who would look after them?"

This good woman never refused to give her skim milk to the poor and often her

husband used to blame her for giving away the milk and letting the calves go

hungry. It was told how one day he was ploughing near the house and he saw so

many poor people leaving the house with "gallons" of milk on their heads that he got

vexed and made for the house to scold his wife for giving away so much milk. "You

are giving away all my milk and starving my calves and not caring a bit what price

they'd be making." She said the calves had grass and water and wouldn't starve and

that she couldn't refuse poor neighbors a drop of milk for their starving children.

"There's milk going all day," he said, "and come now and show me what you have for

the calves in the evening."

He ran out to the dairy himself and she thought, "'Tis unknown what he'll do

when he finds all the pans empty." But when he went into the place, lo and behold,

all the pans were full of milk and cream they were, though he had seen the milk

being taken away all day. He got an awful surprise and went back to his plough, and

'twas said he never again interfered with his good wife about what milk she would

give to the poor. His calves grew and thrived and he never had better calves than he

had that very year when his wife had all the milk given away to the children of her

poor neighbors.

Questions

1- Why did Mrs. Fitzgerald tell the poor woman to eat and drink before she fed the

children? Do you agree or disagree? Explain.

2- Why was the farmer upset with his wife?

3- In your opinion, what is the moral of this story?
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ACTIVITY SHEET B) NEW YORK STATE SUPPORTS FAMINE RELIEF

Look at this table of counties, cities and towns which sent aid to the Central Relief

Committee and locate the places on a map of New York State. Do you see any

geographical patterns? While people of Irish decent were not the only people to

donate to famine relief, they were major contributors. Using the table and the map,

can you hypothesize about where Irish immigrants who supported the CRC settled?

Can you hypothesize reasons why they settled in these areas?

NEW YORK STATE CONTRIBUTORS TO THE CENTRAL RELIEF COMMITTEE, 1847

(by city or town and/or county)

Albany, Albany Co. Newburgh, Orange Co. Rochester, Monroe Co.

Brooklyn, Kings Co. New York City Sag Harbor, Queens Co.

Floyd, Oneida Co. Ogdensburg,  St. Lawrence Co. Seneca Co.

Ft. Plain, Montgomery Co. Oneida Co. Sherburne, Chenango Co.

Glen Cove, Queens Co. Onondage Co. Utica, Oneida Co.

Goshen, Orange Co. Oswego Co. Watertown, Jefferson Co.

Hicksville, Queens Co. Otsego Co. Williamsburgh, Kings Co.

Manlius, Onondaga Co.


