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Advice Concerning the Potato Crop to the Farmers and Peasantry of Ireland

by Robert Kane, John Lindley, and Lyon Playfair, Board Room, Royal Dublin Society

3rd November, 1845, from Downpatrick Recorder, 8 November 1845

The dreadful disease which has attacked your potatoes is one, the effects of which

you can only stop by strict attention to the advice of those interested in your welfare.

Many plans have been proposed, and, after examining them all, we recommend the

following as the best.

All competent persons are of opinion, that the first things to bear in mind are the

following directions:

1.  Dig your potatoes in dry weather, if you can, and if you cannot, get them dry

somehow as fast as you can.

2.  Keep them dry and cool

3.  Keep the bad potatoes separate from the good.

4.  Do not pit your potatoes as you have been accustomed to do in former years.

5.  Recollect that if they get damp, nothing can make them keep; and do not

consider them dry unless the mould which sticks to them is like dust.

6.  Do not take them into your houses unless you want them for immediate use.

Storing. -- When the potatoes are quite dry, and well sorted, proceed to store them

thus:  Mark out on the ground a space six feet wide, and as long as you please.  Dig a

shallow trench two feet wide all round, and throw the mould upon the space; then

level it and cover it with a floor of turf-sods, set on their edges.  On this sift or spread

very thinly, the dry mixtures, or any of the dry materials described below, and which

you may call the packing stuff.  Also get some dry slacked lime, and dust all the

potatoes with it as well as you can.  Then put one row of turf-sods laid flat, on the top

of the floor, all round the sides, so as to form a broad edge, and within this, spread the

dry potatoes, mixed well with the packing stuff, so as not to touch one another.  When

you have covered the floor in this manner, up to the top of the sods, lay another row

of sods all round the first, so that half of each sod may rest on the bed of potatoes, and

the other half on the first layer of sods:  this will make another edge one sod deep,

which must be filled up with dry potatoes, and dry packing stuff, as before.  Then lay

another edge of sods in the same way, fill it again and so go on till the heap is made.

When the building of this pit is finished, it may be covered with sods at the top, and

will be ready for thatching.  If rightly made, it will look like the roof of a cottage cut
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into steps, as shown in this sketch, in which a a a are sods, and c c  the ditch all round

the heap; potatoes and packing stuff are the white and black spaces in the middle.

If you do not understand this ask you landlord or your clergyman to explain its

meaning, and we are sure that they will give you every assistance; also recollect that

the recommendation applies only to sound potatoes, after being well dried.

There will be of course a good deal of trouble in doing all that we have recommended,

and perhaps you will not succeed very well at first; but we are confident that all true

Irishmen will exert themselves, and never let it be said, that in Ireland the

inhabitants wanted courage to meet difficulties against which other nations are

successfully struggling.


