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Slavery and the Slave Trade in British New York, 1664-1783

Sources:
Donnan, E.  (1969). Documents Illustrative Of The History Of The Slave Trade

To America, V. III, New England And The Middle Colonies (New York:
Octagon Books).

Higgins, R. and Vetare, M. “Establishing Slavery In Colonial New York, ”
Slavery at Philipsburg Manor (www.hudsonvalley.org/web/phil-
main.html).

Katz, W. (1997). Black Legacy, A History of New York’s African Americans.
New York: Atheneum Books, 16-40.

New York State Freedom Trail Commission (2001). “The Freedom Quest in
New York State,” Social Science Docket (2001, Summer-Fall), 19-22.

The Dutch New Netherland colony came under British control in 1664.
Part of the colony and a major settlement were renamed New York in honor of
James II, the Duke of York. James was a major shareholder of the Royal
African Company, which held a royal monopoly on the British slave trade.
With the British in power, slave trading vessels were granted port privileges
and warehouse priorities and a slave market was established on Wall Street
near the East River docks.

Trinity Church in lower
Manhattan. This is the third
building to stand on this site.

Under British rule, the status of enslaved Africans was codified and their lives became increasingly more
regulated. In 1665, a law confirmed that slavery was a legal institution. In 1677, a New York court stated that any
person of color brought to trial was presumed to be a slave unless proven otherwise. In 1682, New York officials
granted masters the power of life-and-death over their slaves. In 1684, a city ordinance prohibited more than four
Africans and Native Americans from meeting together and Africans and Native Americans from possessing guns.
In 1702, a curfew was imposed on enslaved men and women over the age of fourteen and New York’s first
comprehensive slave code was adopted, It equated slave status with being African. In 1706, a New York court ruled
that conversion to Christianity did not change the legal status of enslaved Africans and a 1720 law required people
color to carry lanterns after dark.

In the 18th century, the slave trade became a cornerstone of New York’s commercial prosperity. Between 1700
and 1722, over 5,000 enslaved Africans entered the colony. About two-thirds arrived directly from Africa and the
other third from British colonies in the Caribbean and the South. To regularize the trade in slaves, New York City
officials established a Wall Street slave market in 1711.

In 1698, when the population of the New York colony was approximately 18,000 people, roughly 2,000 people,
or 12%, were enslaved Africans. From 1730 to 1750 more Africans arrived in New York than Europeans. By 1746,
one in five people in New York City were of African descent and fifteen percent of the non-native population of the
entire colony. The largest concentration of people of African descent were in Kings County (28%), Ulster County
(21%), and New York County (20%). At the time of the American Revolution, Albany and Westchester Counties
had the largest Black populations in the colony, one in five White New York City households owned at least one
slave, one third of the residents of Kings County (now Brooklyn) was African American, and the populations of
Kings, Queens, and Richmond Counties had a greater percentage of enslaved Africans than did the British colony
of South Carolina.

Philipsburg Manor and Morrisania in Westchester County and the Livingston properties in Dutchess County
were among the largest slaveholdings in the north during the 18th century. There was also a large slaveholding on
Sylvester Manor plantation on Shelter Island. Along the Mohawk River, a large farm owned by Sir William
Johnson held perhaps as many as forty people in bondage.

People of African ancestry in the New York colony contributed to its cultural development. They adapted a
Dutch Pentecostal holiday, “Pinkster,” and transformed it into an African American celebration. Pinkster was
celebrated over the course of several days during the autumn months and activities included harvest festivals and



Section 3

New York and Slavery: Complicity and Resistance                                                                                                 Gateway to the City

79

rites of passage ceremonies. African Americans also participated in traditional religious practices. In 1704, Elias
Neau, a White Protestant missionary, began offering education and religious instruction to the New York colony’s
African population. In 1711, Governor Robert Hunter issued a Proclamation ordering masters to permit enslaved
Africans to participate. Trinity Church endorsed Neau’s efforts and he continued teaching until his death in 1722. In
1737, the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign Parts extended Neau’s work and opened missionary
schools in New Rochelle and Newburgh.

Escape by enslaved Africans and potential rebellion were major concerns for the European population during
the British colonial era. A 1705 law established that any enslaved person belonging to inhabitants of the city and
county of Albany, who was found more than forty miles north of the town of Saratoga, would be treated as a
criminal and subject to execution. Because of fear that escaped slaves would flee to Canada and join forces with the
colony’s French enemies, the law was reenacted in 1715 and 1745. From the 1730s on, ads requesting the capture
and return of runaways were common in local newspapers. During the American Revolutionary War, many
enslaved Africans gained freedom by escaping to the British lines or joining British military regiments.

Fear of potential uprisings by enslaved Africans led to violent retaliation and oppressive legislation. In 1708,
enslaved Africans and native Americans on Long Island attacked and killed seven Whites. Four people were
accused and executed. In 1712, a group of over twenty enslaved Africans set fire to a building on Maiden Lane in
Manhattan and ambushed Whites who tried to put out the blaze. Eight White men were killed in this abortive
rebellion. In response, thirteen Black men were hanged, one was starved to death, four were burned alive at the
stake, and another broken on the wheel. In upstate New York, enslaved Africans were accused of plots to burn
Schenectady in 1761 and  Kingston in 1775.

The most massive retaliation was for a rebellion that never took place and may never have been planned. In
1741, Britain faced war with Spain and White New Yorkers prepared for a possible Spanish invasion. Many feared
the invasion would lead to a slave rebellion. The burglary of a merchant’s home in New York City in February fed
rumors of a slave revolt supported by White indentured servants. After a series of suspicious fires in March, over
one hundred Black and White suspects were imprisoned. Four Whites and eighteen African Americans were
hanged for their supposed role in the plot, fourteen people were burned alive, and seventy others were sold to
plantations in the West Indies. Most of the accused initially denied that there was a plot, though many confessed
when tortured or when offered the possibility of exile instead of execution. – Alan Singer
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AIM: How did slavery develop into a formal institution in the British colony of New York?

BACKGROUND: Unlike Brazil and the Caribbean where sugar was an extremely valuable staple crop, the
northern part of the Dutch New World territories were not seen as of great economic value. The Dutch West Indies
Company that coordinated the operation of the colony was unable to attract sufficient settlers to make the venture
successful and after twenty-five years, it generally sent only two ships a year to New Amsterdam. Because of its
isolation, it was run in an autocratic way by its governor and a small group of local merchants. Many residents
actually welcomed the British force that overthrew Dutch rule.

In August, 1664, a small British expedition that consisted of four ships and 2,000 soldiers arrived in Brooklyn
and demanded that Peter Stuyvesant, the Dutch governor, surrender the colony. On September 8, 1664, the control
shifted from the Dutch West Indies Company to James Stuart, the Duke of York. In the Treaty of Breda in 1667,
the Dutch officially recognized British sovereignty in what was now known as New York in exchange for Dutch
control over Surinam on the northern coast of South America. Fragmentary documents from the early years of
British control give historians a small glimpse into conditions for enslaved and free Africans in early New York.

In Dutch New Netherland and the British colony of Virginia prior to 1664, permanent, racially-based, hereditary
slavery was not a clearly established institution. Once the British took control over the region now known as New
York, the status of enslaved Africans was codified and their lives became increasingly more regulated. In 1665, a
law confirmed that slavery was a legal institution. In 1677, a New York court stated that any person of color
brought to trial was presumed to be a slave unless proven otherwise. In 1682, New York officials granted masters
the power of life-and-death over their slaves. In 1684, a city ordinance prohibited more than four Africans and
Native Americans from meeting together and Africans and Native Americans from possessing guns. In 1702, a
curfew was imposed on enslaved men and women over the age of fourteen and New York’s first comprehensive
slave code was adopted, It equated slave status with being African. In 1706, a New York court ruled that
conversion to Christianity did not change the legal status of enslaved Africans and a 1720 law required people of
color to carry lanterns after dark.

TASK: In this lesson, students examine and discuss a series of documents that illustrate the institutionalization of
chattel slavery between 1661, when the area is still a Dutch colony, and 1712. Their task in this “History-Mystery is
to use these primary documents to reconstruct the history of slavery in the early years of the British colony of New
York and to write their own historical narrative of events and the time period.

MOTIVATION: Have students go around the room placing made up price tags on “everything” giving value to
classroom objects. When they are finished, ask why they did not “price” any of the students in the class. Explain
that during the colonial era, enslaved Africans and indentured European servants, had a “price,” and that these
institutions existed in the British colony of New York.
Summary: How did slavery develop into a formal institution in the British colony of New York?

HOMEWORK: Use the data gathered in this history-mystery to write a document-based essay answering the
question: How did slavery develop into a formal institution in the British colony of New York?

APPLICATION: By today’s standards, the institution of slavery with all of its rules and social inequality was
clearly unjust. Are there any institutions in contemporary American society that people in the future might consider
unjust? Explain.
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History-Mystery: How did Slavery develop into a formal institution in the British colony of New York?

Introduction: In the first decade of the twenty-first century, New York City is one of the major cities of the world.
It is home to over 8 million people, some of the major corporations in the world and the United Nations. But in the
17th century, the settlement that would become New York City teetered on the brink of survival. For the Dutch,
who established New Amsterdam as the first permanent European settlement in the area, the port and the lands
surrounding it were a minor part of a global trade empire that was centered in Holland and had spokes extending to
East Asia, Africa, Brazil and the Caribbean. The New Netherland colony itself included part of the present day
states of New York, Pennsylvania, Vermont, Massachusetts, Connecticut, Delaware, and Maryland and the West
Indies island of Curacao.

Unlike Brazil and the Caribbean where sugar was an extremely valuable staple crop, the northern part of the
Dutch New World territories were not seen as of great economic value. The Dutch West Indies Company that
coordinated the operation of the colony was unable to attract sufficient settlers to make the venture successful and
after twenty-five years, it generally sent only two ships a year to New Amsterdam. Because of its isolation, it was
run in an autocratic way by its governor and a small group of local merchants. Many residents actually welcomed
the British force that overthrew Dutch rule.

In August, 1664, a small British expedition that consisted of four ships and 2,000 soldiers arrived in Brooklyn
and demanded that Peter Stuyvesant, the Dutch governor, surrender the colony. On September 8, 1664, the control
shifted from the Dutch West Indies Company to James Stuart, the Duke of York. In the Treaty of Breda in 1667,
the Dutch officially recognized British sovereignty in what was now known as New York in exchange for Dutch
control over Surinam on the northern coast of South America. Fragmentary documents from the early years of
British control give historians a small glimpse into conditions for enslaved and free Africans in early New York.

In Dutch New Netherland and the British colony of Virginia prior to 1664, permanent, racially-based,
hereditary slavery was not a clearly established institution. Once the British took control over the region now
known as New York, the status of enslaved Africans was codified and their lives became increasingly more
regulated. In 1665, a law confirmed that slavery was a legal institution. In 1677, a New York court stated that any
person of color brought to trial was presumed to be a slave unless proven otherwise. In 1682, New York officials
granted masters the power of life-and-death over their slaves. In 1684, a city ordinance prohibited more than four
Africans and Native Americans from meeting together and Africans and Native Americans from possessing guns.
In 1702, a curfew was imposed on enslaved men and women over the age of fourteen and New York’s first
comprehensive slave code was adopted, It equated slave status with being African. In 1706, a New York court ruled
that conversion to Christianity did not change the legal status of enslaved Africans and a 1720 law required people
color to carry lanterns after dark.

Task: Examine and discuss documents that illustrate the institutionalization of chattel slavery in New York
between 1661, when the area was still a Dutch colony, and 1712. Use these primary source documents to
reconstruct the history of slavery in the early years of the British colony of New York and to write your own
historical narrative of events and the time period.
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A. New Netherland Petition for a Declaration of Free Status (1661)
Source: Herbert Aptheker, ed. (1951/1973). A Documentary History of the Negro People in the United States, vol.
1, Secaucus, NJ: Citadel Press, 1-2.

Herewith very respectfully declare Emanuel Pieterson, a free Negro, and Reytory, . . . free Negro woman,
together husband and wife, the very humble petitioners of your noble honors, that she, Reytory, in the year 1643, on
the third of August, stood as godparent or witness at the Christian baptism of a little son of one Anthony van
Angola, begotten with his own wife named Louise, the which aforementioned Anthony and Louise were both free
Negroes; and about four weeks thereafter the aforementioned Louise came to depart this world, leaving behind the
aforementioned little son named Anthony, the which child your petitioner out of Christian affection took to herself,
. . . your petitioners . . . very respectfully address themselves to you, noble and right honorable lords, humbly
begging that your noble honors consent to grant a stamp in this margin of this [document], or otherwise a document
containing the consent and approval of the above-mentioned adoption and nurturing, on the part of your petitioner,
in behalf of the aforementioned Anthony with the intent [of declaring] that he himself, being of free parents, reared
and brought up without burden or expense of the [West Indian] Company, or of anyone else than your petitioner, in
accordance therewith he may be declared by your noble honors to be a free person.
Questions
1. According to the document, who is Anthony?
2. What is the purpose of the petition?

B. 1664. Terms of Sale of Negroes (1664)
Source: E. Donnan (1932). Documents Illustrative of the History of the History of the Slave Trade to America. NY:
Octagon, v. III, 427-428.

 [Conditions and Terms on which the Director General and] Council of [New Netherland] propose [to sell to
the] highest bidder a lot of Negroes and Ne[gresses. 29 May, 1664.] The buyers shall immediately take possession
of their purchased negroes, and may use them as bond slaves, and also sell them to others. But whereas, the
meaning of the directors is, to promote and advance the population and agriculture of this province more and more,
the purchased negroes or negresses shall not be sold, carried away or transported beyond this province. Who so acts
contrary hereunto, shall forfeit for each negro or negress, One hundred Guilders, beaver value. Payment shall be
made, one fourth part down, the reminder in September or October next, in good beaver at eight guilders the skin,
or in merchandize, beaver price, or in provisions such as the Hon’ble Company may require, to be delivered here at
the Manhattans.
Questions
1. This document describes slavery in New Netherland just  prior to the colony being seized by the British. What

is the status of the “lot of Negroes and Negresses” described in the document?
2. What is the value of an African in the New Netherland colony?

C. Proclamation by Duke of York (1664)
Source: Craig Steven Wilder (2000). A Covenant  with Color: New York: Columbia University, 15.
 “No Christian shall be kept in bond slavery, villenage, or captivity, except such who shall be judged thereunto by
authority, or such as willingly have sold or shall themselves, in which case a record of such servitude shall be
entered in the court of sessions held for the jurisdiction where such masters shall inhibit, provided that nothing in
the law contained shall be to the prejudice of master who have shall by any indenture take apprentices for term of
years, or other servants for term of years of life.”

Questions
1. According to this document, who can be enslaved?
2. In your opinion, what is the status of Africans in the colony based on this proclamation?
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D. Average Cost of Enslaved Africans, Long Island (1671-1827)
Source: Moss, R.  (1993). Slavery on Long Island, p. 45.

Children Av. Price Adult
Males

Av. Price Adult
Females

Av. Price Total Av. Price

1671-1699 13 25-06-0 20 36-12-0 9 35-02-2 42 32-15-8
1700-1749 11 31-14-6 14 32-15-7 12 43-19-9 37 36-01-0
1750-1799 38 24-11-0 58 38-07-6 32 36-17-6 128 33-13-0
1800-1827 31 28-14-2 52 75-07-0 26 40-12-2 109 53-16-0
Questions
1. According to the document, what was the average price of an enslaved child? Female? Male?
2. Which group of enslaved Africans was most valuable? Least valuable?
3. How would you explain the differences in prices for the different groups of enslaved people?

E. Will of Nathaniel Sylvester (March 19, 1679)
Source: A Forgotten People: Discovering The Black Experience In Suffolk County. Society for the Preservation of
Long Island Antiquities, 93 North Country Road, Setauket, N.Y. 11733, p. 51.

I Nathaniel Sylvester of Shelter Island in America being sickly but of sound and Perfect Memory . . . now these
Presents Wittneseth that I the said Nathaniel Sylvester hereby doe give and bequeath unto my Indeared Wife . . .
half part of Shelter Island and Roberts Island . . . and increase of such Negros with their increase that is to say
Tammaro with his Wife Ayers and all their Children, the Negro black John with his Daughter Priscilla, the Negro
Jo with Maria his wife, and the Negro Jenkin . . . . That the Negros Jacquero and Hannah his Wife with their
Daughter Hope being my Wifes owne, is to be at her my said Wifes Disposall forever . . . and I doe give and
bequeath unto my sonn Giles two of my Negros that is to say Tony and Nannie his Wife Item, I give and bequeath
unto my sonn Nathaniell twoe of my Negros that is to say Japhet and Jenine his wife . . . I doe give and bequeath
unto my Daughter Patience . . . my negro girle Hester being the Daughter of Tony and Nannie his Wife Item I do
give and Bequeath unto my Daughter Elizabeth . . . My Negro girle Isabell being the Daughter of Jaquero and
Hannah his Wife, Item I doe give and bequeath unto my Daughter Mary . . . my Negro Girle Abby being the
Daughter of Tony and his wife, Item I doe give and bequeath unto my Daughter Ann . . . my Negro girle Grace
being the Daughter of Tony and Nannie his Wife Item I doe give and bequeath unto my Daughter Marcie ... my
Negro girl Jenine being the Daughter of Tony and Nannie his Wife . . . and whereas Tammero the negro hath four
children belonging in Partnership, I do Give and bequeath . . . unto my sons Constant and Benjamin they shall
Come to the age of twentie one yeares my son Constant taking first his choice . . . In Testimony whereof I have
hereunto sett my hand the nineteenth of the Month Called March in the yeare sixteen hundred seventy nine.
Questions
1. Who was Nathaniel Sylvester?
2. Why was he writing this document?
3. What will happen to the people he mentions?

F. Enslaved Africans & Christians in New York Counties (1703-1712). (New York, Kings, Richmond, Orange,
Westchester, Queens, Suffolk, Albany, Ulster and Duchess). Source: E.B. O’Callaghan, ed. (1851). The
Documentary History of the State of New York. Albany, NY: Charles Van Benthysen, v. IV, p. 469.

1703 1712 Increase
Christians 7,767 10,511 2,744
Slaves 1,301 1,775 474
Questions
1. Acording to this chart, what two groups live in New York County?
2. By what percentage does each population increase from 1703 to 1712?
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G. Africans Imported into New York (1701-1726). Source: E. Donnan (1932/1969). Documents Illustrative of
the History of the History of the Slave Trade to America. NY: Octagon, v. III.

Year From West Indies From Africa   Year From West Indies From Africa
1701 36  1717 68 266
1702 165  1718 447 70
1703 16  1719 104
1704 8  1720 81
1705 24  1721 76 117
1710 53  1722 106
1711 55  1723 82
1712 77  1724 61
1714 53  1725 54 59
1715 17 38  1726 180
1716 19 43  Total 1573 822

Questions
1. Where do the majority of enslaved people imported to New York come from?
2. What trend do you see between 1701 and 1726 in the number of enslaved Africans imported in New York?

H. Disposition of Slaves on the East End of Long Island (1680-1706)
Source: Patricia and Edward Shillingburg (2003). The Disposition of Slaves on the East End of Long Island from
1680 to 1796. http://www.shelter-island.org/disposition_slave.html

Date Location Owner Enslaved Africans and Natives Disposition in Will
1680 Shelter Island Nathaniel Sylvester Six men; five women; six girls;

three boys. Tamero, his wife
Oyou and their four children;
Black John and his daughter
Prescilla; Negro J.O. and his
wife Marie; Negro Jenkin;
Jaquero, his wife Hannah, and
their daughters; Tony, his wife
Nannie, and their four daughters;
and Japhet and his wife Semnie.

To his children

1684 Southold John Budd “negro woman Catherine and her
child”

To his wife Mary

1684  Southampton Thomas Jessup Unnamed negro man To be “freed after four
years”

1690 Southold Benjamin Horton my man Joseph “his time to be out next
May day”

1692 Southold John Swazey Besse “shall be free & set at
liberty at my decease”

1692 Southold John Tooker Negro man called Richard or
Dick

“shall behave himself
submissively faithfully
and diligently to my said
dear wife Hannah, . . .
said wife shall at her
death fully free
discharge”

1693 East Hampton Stephen Hand Indian boy to his eldest son Stephen

http://www.shelter-island.org/disposition_slave.html
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1693 Smithtown Richard Smith Robin To son Job “for ye term
of twelve years ... and at
ye end of ye said twelve
years, the said Robin
shall be freed.”

1701 Southampton James Herricke “melatto boy George” Given to his daughter
Sarah “forever.”

1702 Southampton Peregrine
Stanborough

Will and Isabel Given to his wife Sarah

1706 Southold John Conkling Unknown number of slaves To sons John and Henry.

Questions
1. What is a “last will and testament”?
2. What do people usually give away or leave to other in their will?
3. How do these wills illustrate the attitude of New Yorkers toward slavery?

I. Enslaved Africans Leaving the Port of New York (1688-1764).
Source: Moss, R.  (1993). Slavery on Long Island, p. 43.
Destination # Enslaved Africans % of Enslaved Africans
Southern Mainland colonies 157 54.1%
English Caribbean colonies 49 16.9%
Non-English Caribbean Colonies 27 9.3%
Other 57 19.7%
Total 290 100.0%
Questions
1. Where is the largest group of enslaved Africans leaving the port of New York headed?
2. What does this chart suggest about the role of New York in the trans-Atlantic Slave Trade?

J. New York Census (1698). Source: E.B. O’Callaghan, ed. (1851). The Documentary History of the State of New-
York. Albany, NY: Charles Van Benthysen, v. IV, p. 467
County Men Women Children Total White Negros % African
New York 1,019 1,057 2,161 4,237 700 14.2%
Richmond 328 208 118 654 73 10.0%
Kings 308 332 1081 1721 296 14.7%
Queens 1,465 1,350 551 3,366 199 5.6%
Suffolk 973 1,024 124 2121 558 20.8%
West Chester 316 294 307 917 146 13.7%
Orange 29 31 140 200 19 8.6%
Duchess 248 111 869 1,228 156 11.2%
Albany 380 270 803 1,453 23 1.5%
Total 5,066 4,677 6,154 15,897 2,170 12.0%

Questions
1. What is the purpose of a census?
2. Which county has the most Africans?
3. In which county is the percentage of Africans in the population the largest?
4. What does this chart suggest about the importance of Africans to the New York colony?
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K. New York Enslaved African Population (1698). Moss, R.  (1993). Slavery on Long Island, p. 15.
County # Male

Child
% Male
Child

# Male
Adults

% Male
Adults

  # Female
  Child

% Female
Child

# Female
Adults

% Female
Adults

Total

Kings 62 20.9% 117 39.5% 52 17.6% 65 22.0% 296
Queens 46 23.1% 55 27.6% 44 22.2% 54 27.1% 199
Suffolk 113 21.8% 178 34.4% 112 21.6% 115 22.2% 518
NYC 146 20.8% 113 16.2% 121 17.3% 320 45.7% 700
Others 86 20.6% 131 31.4% 70 16.8% 130 31.2% 417
NY Colony 453 21.3% 594 27.9% 399 18.7% 684 32.1% 2,130

Questions
1. How many enslaved Africans were in the New York colony in 1698?
2. What does the presence of so many enslaved adult females in New York County suggest about slavery there?

L. Enslaved Africans Per Slaveholding Unit (1698-1800). Moss, R.  (1993). Slavery on Long Island, p. 72.
Period County Av. less than 4 Av. 4 or more
1698 Kings 79.2% 20.8%

Queens 81.8% 18.2%
Suffolk 75.0% 25.0%
Total LI 79.5% 20.5%

1755 Kings 88.3% 11.7%
Queens 88.6% 11.4%
Suffolk 85.9% 14.1%
Total LI 88.1% 11.9%

1800 Kings 56.1% 43.9%
Queens 73.6% 26.4%
Suffolk 83.7% 16.3%
Total LI 62.4% 37.6%

Questions
1. What percentage of slaveholding households in Queens in 1698 had fewer than four slaves?
2. What percentage of slaveholding households in Kings in 1800 had four or more slaves?
3. How is the patterns of slaveholding changing on Long Island from 1698-1800?

M. An Act for Regulating Slaves (1702)
Source: The Colonial Laws of New York from the Year 1664 to the Revolution, v. 1., pp. 519-521, in E.B.
O’Callaghan, ed. (1851). The Documentary History of the State of New-York. Albany, NY: Charles Van Benthysen.
IT ENACTED BY HIS EXCELL’CY THE GOVERNOUR AND COUNCILL AND REPRESENTATIVES
convened in General Assembly, and by authority of the same, That no Person or Persons hereafter throughout this
Province, do presume to Trade with any slave either in buying or selling, without leave and Consent of the Master
or Mistress, on penalty of forfeiting Treble the value of the thing traded for, and for the sum of five pounds Current
money of New-York, to the Master or Mistress of such slave. . . . AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED by the
authority aforesaid, That hereafter it shall and may be lawful for any Master or Mistress of slaves to punish their
slaves for their Crimes and offences at Discretion, not exceeding to life or Member.
Questions
1. What is the purpose of this law?
2. In your opinion, what problem is this law trying to address?
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N. Governor Hunter Orders Religious Instruction for Enslaved Africans (1711)
Source: Hodges, G. (1999). Root & Branch, African Americans in New York & East Jersey, 1613-1863. Chapel
Hill, NC: University of North Carolina Press, 61.

Considering that true religion and piety are the only firm foundations of the propriety of any people, and
irreligion, immorality and prophanenss the causes of their misery and destruction, are truths attested by the Holy
Scriptures, and confirmed by Suffrages of Ages. . . . That in the City of New-York, where the venerable the Society
for the Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign Parts, have in their great zeal to the enlargement of Christ’s Church,
appointed Mr. Elias Neau, a person well qualified with piety and knowledge to catechise and instruct children,
servants, Negro and Indian slaves in the knowledge of Jesus Christ, that all parents, masters, and mistresses of
families be assisting in accomplishing of a work so good and commendable, by sending and encouraging to go to
such instruction, their children and servants, Negro and Indian slaves.

Questions
1. According to this excerpt, what is the importance of religion in a person’s life?
2. Why would the governor of New York want enslaved Africans to receive religious instruction?

O. Law Appointing a Place for the More Convenient Hiring of Slaves (1711)
Source: Minutes of the Common Council of the City of New York, vol. II, 458, December 13 , 1711.

Be it Ordained by the Mayor Recorder Aldermen and Assistants of the City of New York Convened in
Common Council and it is hereby Ordained by the Authority of the same That all Negro and Indian slaves that are
lett out to hire within this City do take up their Standing in Order to be hired at the Markett house at the Wall Street
Slip untill Such time as they are hired, whereby all Persons may Know where to hire slaves as their Occasions Shall
require and also Masters discover when their Slaves are so hired and all the Inhabitants of this City are to take
Notice hereof Accordingly.

Questions
1. What is the purpose of this law?
2. In your view, why did the City Common Council decide to pass this ordinance?

P. Reverend John Sharpe, Proposals for Erecting a School, Library and Chapel at New York (1712)
Source: Sherrill Wilson (1994). New York City’s African Slaveowners. NY: Garland, 47-48.

[T]he Negroes were much discouraged from embracing the Christian religion upon account of the very little
regard showed them in any religious respect. Their marriages were performed by mutual consent only, without the
blessing of the Church; they were buried by those of their own country or complexion in the common field, without
any Christian office . . . No notice was given of their being sick that they might be visited; on the contrary, frequent
discourse were made in conversations that they had no souls and perished as beasts.

Questions
1. What proposal is being made by Reverend Sharpe?
2. In your opinion, why is he making this proposal?
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AIM: What role did New York  play in the 18th century trans-Atlantic Slave Trade?

BACKGROUND: On July 13, 1713, Great Britain and Spain signed the Treaty of Utrecht that granted Great
Britain a monopoly on the shipment of enslaved Africans to Spanish new world colonies. Sugar cane production in
the Caribbean using the labor of enslaved Africans was so profitable that West Indian planters prefered to assign
maximum acreage to the crop while importing food. New York merchants were an important part of a trade
network that brought unfree workers from Africa and exchanged mainland products for , rum and molasses. By
1720, half the ships leaving the port of New York were engaged in the Caribbean trade. Another one-fourth to one-
third of the ships were involved in the coastal trade transporting goods that would eventually end up in the West
Indies. Other industries grew as a result of the Caribbean trade. It stimulated farm production in the New York
colony and with it the local demand for African slaves. Large farms such as Morrisana in Westchester County (now
the Bronx) were modeled on southern and Caribbean plantations. Nicholas Bayard, the Livingstons, Roosevelts,
Van Cortlandts and the Rhinelanders all operated sugar refineries and more than a dozen distilleries were turning
molasses into rum. The port also became a major center for shipbuilding.
Sources: Burrows, E. and Wallace, M. (1999). Gotham, A History of New York City to 1898. NY: Oxford, 120,
122-123; Du Bois, W.E.B. (1896/1970). The Suppression of the African Slave-Trade to the United States of
America, 1638-1870. NY: Dover, p. 208.

DO NOW: Read “Introduction: New York  and the 18th Century trans-Atlantic Slave Trade”

MOTIVATION: What is a monopoly? Can you name any current monopolies? What are the advantages and
disadvantages of having monopolies?In your opinion, why were the Spanish willing to offer the British a monopoly
on the trans-Atlantic Slave trade?

ACTIVITY: Groups examine and report on  A – D and prepare to report to class

SUMMARY: What role did New York  play in the 18th century trans-Atlantic Slave Trade?

HOMEWORK: Read the story of Captain William Kidd. Based on this selection, write an obituary for Captain
Kidd.

APPLICATION: Use the documents as a DBQ to answer the question, “What role did New York  play in the 18th
century trans-Atlantic Slave Trade?”
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 Introduction: New York  and the 18th Century trans-Atlantic Slave Trade
On July 13, 1713, Great Britain and Spain signed the Treaty of Utrecht that granted Great Britain a monopoly

on the shipment of enslaved Africans to Spanish new world colonies. Sugar cane production in the Caribbean using
the labor of enslaved Africans was so profitable that West Indian planters prefered to assign maximum acreage to
the crop while importing food. New York merchants were an important part of a trade network that brought unfree
workers from Africa and exchanged mainland products for , rum and molasses. By 1720, half the ships leaving the
port of New York were engaged in the Caribbean trade. Another one-fourth to one-third of the ships were involved
in the coastal trade transporting goods that would eventually end up in the West Indies. Other industries grew as a
result of the Caribbean trade. It stimulated farm production in the New York colony and with it the local demand
for enslaved African. Large farms such as Morrisana in Westchester County (now the Bronx) were modeled on
southern and Caribbean plantations. Nicholas Bayard, the Livingstons, Roosevelts, Van Cortlandts and the
Rhinelanders all operated sugar refineries and more than a dozen distilleries were turning molasses into rum. The
port also became a major center for shipbuilding.

A. Miscellaneous Documents from British North America Mentioning Slavery (1676-1698)
Sources: E. Donnan (1932/1969). Documents Illustrative of the History of the History of the Slave Trade to
America; E.B. O’Callaghan, ed. (1856). Documents Relative to the Colonial History of the State of New-York;
Procured in Holland, England and France.
1. Correspondence. Sir John Werden to William Dyer (1676) :  “[Y]ou need not suspect the Company will
oppose the introduceing of black Slaves into New Yorke from any place (except from Guiny) if they were first
soldin that place by the Royall Company or their agents.”
2. Governor Andros responds to Questions about the Colony (1678): “Some few slaves are sometimes brought
from Barbadoes, most for Provisions and should about a £30 or £35 Country pay.”
3. Order in Council On Captain Billop's Appeal (1685): “Wee have examined the petition of Captain
Christopher Bullop complaining that having consigned from Nevis some Negroes and other Goods to Mr. John
Injohns of New York, the said Negros and Goods or the effects of them were attached at New York by Mr. John
West Attorney to John Bawden and others of London where the said West obtained Judgem't against the Pet'r for
eleaven hundred and forty pounds Sterl.
4. Instructions to Governor Dongan (1686): “You shall pass a Law for the Restraining of Inhuman Severitys
which by all masters or overseers may bee used toward their Christian servants, or slaves, wherein provision is to
be made that ye willful killing of Indians & Negros may bee punished with death, And that a fit penalty bee
imposed for the maiming of them. You are alsoe with ye assistance of Our Council to find out the best means to
facilitate & encourage the Conversion of Negros & Indians to the Christian Religion.”
5. Governor Dongan’s Report on the State of the Province (1686): “It is the endeavor of all p’sons here to bring
up their Children & servants in that opinion which themselves profess; but this I observe that they take no care of
the conversion of their Slaves.”
6. The Board of Trade to the Earl of Bellomont (1698): “We send you also here inclosed the deposition of
Humphrey Perkings of New Yorke, which . . . relates to a voyage from New York to Curasso some years ago. . . .
He was master of a vessell called the Frederick sloop belonging to Mr. Frederick Philips, and . . . was sent out
under the conduct of Adolphus Philips to cruise for a vessell expected from Madagascar, which vessell they
accordingly met, and having taken great quantitys of East India Goods out of her and put them on board this sloop,
Adolphus returned in the Madagascar ship with nothing but Negroes to New York.”

Questions
1. According to Sir John Werden, what is the “company’s” attitude toward slavery?
2. What role do colonial government officials play in the slave trade?
3. What is the common theme in all of these documents?
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B. Data on British North America’s Involvement in the trans-Atlantic Slave Trade

1. British Profits on the Trans-Atlantic Slave Trade (1675-1775)
Source: U.S. Department of Commerce Bureau of the Census (1975). Historical Statistics of the United States
Colonial Times to 1970, part 2. Series Z 165-168, p. 1174.
Years West African Slave Prices British- North American Slave Prices

 Av. Price pound sterling Modern Dollars Av. Price pound sterling Modern Dollars Mark-Up
1675 2.04 $45.25 21.92 $486.22 975%
1700 5.21 $120.54 23.68 $547.85 355%
1725 11.87 $283.77 23.92 $571.85 102%
1750 14.01 $358.86 27.12 $694.66 94%
1775 17.04 $398.51 44.08 $1030.90 159%

2. Enslaved Africans Disembarking from the Port of New York (1688-1764)
Source: Moss, R.  (1993). Slavery on Long Island, p. 43.

Destination # Enslaved Africans % of Enslaved Africans
Southern Mainland colonies 157 54.1%
English Caribbean colonies 49 16.9%
Non-English Caribbean Colonies 27 9.3%
Other 57 19.7%
Total 290 100.0%

3. Enslaved Africans Imported Into Port Of New York  (1700-1722)
Source: Moss, R. (1993). Slavery on Long Island, p. 36.
Place of Origin # Enslaved of Africans # of Enslaved Africans
African Coast 1,585 29.( %
West Indies 3,540 66.7 %
Mainland Colonies 180 3.4%
Total 5,305

4. New York Custom House Entries, 1706-1732
Date Master Voyage
1706, October 28 Davis Outward bound for Guinea
1711, October 15 Jarrat Entered out for Guinea
1714, December 20 Jacobs Entered out for Guinea
1715, November 14 Jacobs Entered out for Guinea
1722, December 17 Jarrat Outward bound for Africa
1723, November 4 Sanders Entered in from Africa and Jamaica
1732, August 28 Farmer Outward bound for Africa
1732. September 25 Payne Outward bound for Africa

Questions
1. What was the point of origin of most enslaved Africans coming to New York?
2. What was the destination of most enslaved Africans leaving from New York?
3. How profitable was the trans-Atlantic Slave Trade for the British?
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C. Miscellaneous Documents from British North America Mentioning Slavery (1713-1752)
Source: E. Donnan (1932). Documents Illustrative of the History of the History of the Slave Trade to America; A.
Wakeman (1914). History and reminiscences of lower Wall street and vicinity.

1. The Solicitor General to the Board of Trade (1713): “As to the Act for laying a duty on negroes, wine, rum
and other, spirits, cyder and vessels, Tho’ this Act will expire March 10th, 1713; yet I submit to yr. Lordship’s
consideration how far it may be proper for them at Pennsylvania to lay a duty on negroes, wine, rum all shipping,
etc. and how far it may affect His majesty’s subjects here of which your Lordship are most proper judges . . . .

2. News Item from Philadelphia Relating to Slave Trade (1723): “By Capt. Stockin who arrived here last Week
from Barbadoes, we have advice that a Sloop, belonging to New York, was arrived there from Guinea, and that the
Captain died on that Coast. And that the Sloop was hired to go down to Jamaica with Slaves.”

3. President Van Dam to the Board of Trade (1731): “[A]Ship belonging to this Colony with a considerable
number of Negroes on Board her, in her voyage from Africa, touched at Antegua to purchase some provisions and
Refreshments but landed none of her Slaves there, and then came to the Province of New Jersey, where there is no
duty paid for any Slaves imported, but the owner of the vessel being desirous to import the greatest part of them
into this province, if he might be allowed to pay only the duty of five ounces of plate [silver] for every head. . . ; I
therefore considered that if I did not pass that Law, none of the Slaves would have been brought hither which would
have been a considerable loss to the Revenue and might have encouraged the bringing them in clandestinely.”

4. New York Weekly Post Boy
1749, August 7. -  “Just imported from Africa and to be sold on board sloop Rhode Island at Mr. Schuyler’s wharf,
a parcel of likely men and women, also negro boys and girls.”
1754, June 10. – “Just arrived from Africa, a parcel of negroes, consisting of men, women, boys and girls, to be
sold on board brig York, William Merciers, commander. Most of them have had the smallpox.”
1770, July 23. – “To be sold on board the brigantine Elliott, Paul Miller, master, from Africa, at Van Zant’s wharf,
a parcel of young, healthy, new negroes, men, women, boys and girls, from 10 to 22 years old, at low prices.”
1754, September 30.– “Just imported on the ship Anne and Elizabeth, Captain Peter Crawford, a considerable
number of German passengers, chiefly young people unmarried. Their times to be disposed by Phillip Livingston or
said master.”

5. News Items Relating to Slave Trade
Source: E. Donnan (1932). Documents Illustrative of the History of the History of the Slave Trade to America.
May 13, 1751: To be sold at public Vendue, on Friday the 17th Instant, at 10 o’clock in the Morning, at the Meal
Market. A number of likely Negro Slaves, lately imported in the Sloop Wolf directly from Africa. Those that are not
disposed of on that Day, will be sold at public Vendue the Friday following.

May 4, 1752. To be Sold by Abraham Pereira Mendes, a Parcel of Likely young Negroes, Piemento, Old Copper,
Coffee, etc. at the House in Smith’s Fly, lately in the Occupation of Roger Pell, Inn keeper. N.B. If any Person has
a Mind to purchase any of the Goods mentioned, they may enquire of Mr. Daniel Gomez.

Questions
1. What will happen on May 17, 1751?
2. What type of work had been done by the “Parcel of Likely young Negroes” being sold by Abraham Pereira

Mendes?
3. Why does the “Weekly Post Boy” publish these notices?
4. In your opinion, why are enslaved people being listed for slae along with other items?
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D. Importation of Enslaved Africans
1. Enslaved Africans Brought to New York Colony (1751)
Source: Wilder, C. (2000). A Covenant with Color: Race and Social Power in Brooklyn , p. 34

Ship Date Origin Ship Manifest
Sarah 5/1 St. Christopher Nine Negroes to Hugh Wentworth

Fair Trader 5/2 Jamaica Two Negro slaves to John Devilson
Two Negro slaves to James Cox

One Negro slave to Henry Ludlow
Woolf 5/10 Africa Sixty-six Negro slaves to Peter Livingston

Seven Ditto to Ginny Wales
Jolly 5/20 Antigua Two Negro slaves to David Allgeo

Two Negro slaves to Robert Davidson
Broad Island 5/22 Africa Thirteen Negro slaves to John Livingston

Ruby 5/30 Jamaica One Negro slave to Thomas Densing
Virgin 6/4 St. Christopher Four Negro slaves to Henry [illegible]
Sybel 6/23 St. Christopher One Negro slave to Peter Stuyvesant

One Negro slave to Henry Beekman
Rebecca 7/4 Africa Twenty Negro Slaves to Garret Cousine
Marlin 7/12 Bermuda One Negro slave to Joseph Reade
Jersey 7/17 St. Christopher Two Negroes to Ditto [Peter] Stuyvesant

Two Negro slaves to Isaac Densing
William & Mary 7/27 St. Christopher One Negro slave to John Sawyer

One Negro slave to Thomas Willett
Billy Age [?] 7/29 Virgin Islands One Negro slave to Richard Durham [?]

Warren 8/1 Africa Tenn Negro slaves to Thomas Grenett
Jenny 8/2 St. Christopher One Negro slave to Ditto [Thomas] Willett

One Negro slave to John Amory
Fanny 8/14 Jamaica Five Negro slaves to…Lawrence Reade

One Negro child to John Livingston
Cate [?] 8/14 Jamaica One Negro slave to Lawrence Reade

Questions: 1. Where are most of these Africans arriving from? 2. What well-known New Yorkers are listed on the
ship’s manifest?

2. Price of Enslaved Africans (1775)
Source: New York Gazette and Weekly Mercury, February 13, 1775. Abram Wakeman, A. (1914). History and
reminiscences of lower Wall street and vicinity. p. 23-24. “At the office of William Tongue, Broker, at the house of
the late Mr. Waldron near the Exchange (lower end of Broad street), the following goods and merchandise, viz.:
Person to Be Sold Price
One Negro Wench, 22 years old, has had the smallpox, is a useful domestic 80£
One Negro Wench, 40 years old 50£
One ditto Wench, 30 years old 50£
One Negro Man, 27 years old, is a good farmer 90£
One Negro Man, 27 years old, is a tolerable cook and gardener, etc. 100£
One Negro Boy, 16 years old 90£
One Negro Wench, 30 years old, with or without her son 5 years old 60£ or 80£
Questions
1. What information is provided on the people being sold?
2. Why do you think this information is being provided?
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F. Captain William Kidd
During the early years of the British colonial era, Great Britain was involved in a series of maritime wars with

rival European powers. As part of this conflict, many leading New York City merchants operated as privateers or
legally commissioned pirates whose ships attacked and looted Britain’s enemies. Benjamin Fletcher, the British
governor of the colony, allowed the privateers open access to the port of New York in exchange for 100 Spanish
dollars. The list of merchant pirates included Frederick Philipse, Nicholas Bayard (the son-in-law of Peter
Stuyvesant), Stephanus Van Cortlandt and Peter Schuyler. Many also were involved in the slave trade. When war
broke out between Britain and France in 1688, William Kidd received a commission as a privateer from a British
official in the Caribbean. In 1691 he married a wealthy local widow, settled in New York City in a house on Wall
Street, and contributed to the construction of Trinity Church. In 1695 , Robert Livingston and members of the local
elite including Governor Bellomont helped finance a pirating expedition by Kidd to the East coast of Africa.
Howver, by the time Kidd returned to New York in 1699, he had been abandonned by his financial supporters.
Kidd was arrested and sent to London where in 1701 he was executed as a pirate. Source: Burrows, E. and
Wallace, M. (1999). Gotham, A History of New York City to 1898. NY: Oxford, 106-107, 112-114.

From Valentine’s History of New York City in Wakeman, A.  (1914). History and reminiscences of lower Wall
street and vicinity. New York: The Spice Mill publishing co., pp. 10-12.

1. The slave trade being a legitimate pursuit and followed as a regular branch of foreign trade for many years,
both previous and subsequent to the period now referred to, was exceedingly profitable though somewhat
hazardous owing to a piratical adventurers who followed them into their remote trading places and often, as in the
instance above related, robbed them of their stores and money used in the purchase of the negroes. The practice
became so great a pest that efforts were made by influential merchants to induce the English ministry to assist them
in fitting out a cruising vessel, properly armed. . . .

2. Col. Robert Livingston of New York, an active and influential citizen, brought this matter before the English
Government and introduced Captain William Kidd of New York as an efficient and well-known commander,
whose fitness for such service was well understood in New York. He was a man of family and had resided in this
city for several years. It was proposed to engage in this enterprise on the footing of a private adventure, although it
was desirable for some purposes that the scheme should receive the official countenance of the Government. The
King, Lord Somers, the Earl of Romney, the Duke of Shrewsbury, the Earl of Oxford and Lord Bellamont joined in
making up the necessary expenses of a proper vessel, Col. Livingston also contributing a proportion. The profits
were to be divided among the owners of the ship, allowing a liberal share to Kidd.

3. A commission was issued December 11, 1695, under the great seal of England, directed ‘to the trusty and
well beloved Captain William Kidd, commander of the ship Adventure Galley.’ He set sail from Plymouth in April,
1696, and arrived on the American coast, where he continued for some time, occasionally entering the harbor of
New York and visiting his family in the city. He was considered useful in protecting our commerce, for which he
received much applause, and the assembly of the province voted him the sum of two hundred and fifty pounds as a
complimentary return for his services. Soon after he left this vicinity for more active operations on the coast of
Africa and it was not long ere the astounding news arrived that Kidd had commenced the trade which he had been
engaged to subvert and had committed several piracies.

4. The report of these facts coming to the public knowledge in England, the circumstance was made the subject
of a violent attack upon the Government by the opposition party, and in the excess of party zeal it was alleged that
the King himself and those concerned in the expedition were privy to the piratical adventure and shares in its
profits. This charge having some color of foundation from the actual circumstances of the case, made the question a
subject of State inquiry, and thus the name of Kidd, though perhaps personally less obnoxious to the odious
characteristics of his profession than many others in history became from its association with a partisan warfare
between the great men of the State, the most famous among the pirates of the world. The noblemen engaged in the
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enterprise underwent the form of a trial for their lives, but were acquitted. The principal scenes of Kidd’s piracies
were on the eastern coast of Africa, at Madagascar and the vicinity, where he captured and rifled several vessels,
without, however, so far as we have been informed by history committing extreme cruelties upon his captives, the
only person proven to have been killed by him being a seaman of his own named William Moore, whom he
accidentally slew by hitting him with a bucket for insubordination.

5. Kidd having amassed a fortune by this cruise, shaped his course homeward, seeming with a strange fatuity to
have supposed that no information of his depredations in those remote parts of the world had reached the scenes of
his home. It brought his vessel into Long Island Sound in the year 1699 and went ashore at Gardiner’s Island, then
owned and occupied by Mr. John Gardiner, to whom, from some undiscoverable motive, he made known his desire
to bury a quantity of treasure on the island, and did, accordingly, deposit in the ground a considerable quantity of
gold, silver and precious stones in the presence of Mr. Gardiner, but under strict injunctions of secrecy. This deposit
consisted of eleven hundred and eleven ounces of coined silver, two thousand three hundred and fifty ounces of
silver, seventeen ounces of jewels and precious stones, sixty-nine precious stones, fifty-seven bags of sugar, forty-
one bales of merchandise, seventeen pieces of canvas, one large loadstone, etc. Having thus disburdened his ship,
he departed for Boston, with the desire, it is supposed, of selling his vessel. While there, however, he was
recognized in the street and apprehended. He was sent to England for trial and indicted for the murder of William
Moore, before spoken of, and, being convicted, was hanged in chains at Execution Dock, May 12, 1701. The wife
of Kidd continued her residence in this city after his death, herself and daughter living in seclusion in a habitation
on the east side of the town.

Questions
1. Why was William Kidd chosen for this assignment?
2. What prominent citizens were involved in the project?
3. What happened once Kidd was on his own?
4. In your opinion, why does the excerpt mention that Kidd is a family man?
5. What happened to Captain William Kidd and his fortune?
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AIM: What was life like for enslaved Africans on Long Island?

BACKGROUND: This activity has been used with fourth and fifth graders of mixed abilities. It illustrates that
elementary students can investigate historical questions worthy of study by examining excerpts from actual primary
source documents. The lesson is presented in the form of a mystery to be solved through historical research.  All of
the sources included for student in the activity come from two websites:
www.pbs.org/wnet.newyork/laic/sitemap/html (a site accompanying Ric Burn’s New York: A Documentary Film
shown on PBS two years ago) and www.lihistory.com (a site accompanying Newsday’s Long Island Our Story
series). The Newsday website can be used to add illustrations to the “History Mystery.”

Illustrations of Slavery Available on www.lihistory.com
• Illustration of a slave auction in Manhattan; unlike at plantations in the South, slaves on Long Island lived just a

few to a house, usually away from friends and relatives.
• Illustration shows Africans packed into a cargo hold of a ship. The space is only 3 feet, 3 inches high.
• “Slave Quarters” says the small sign at the entrance to the room above at the Joseph Lloyd Manor House on

Lloyd Neck. If they lived in the main house, slaves often lived in a cramped back room with no source of heat
in the winter. A spinning wheel in the room might allow them to work well past sunset.

• The upper gallery at Caroline Church in Setauket is believed to have been added to seat slaves.

DO NOW:  The students are presented with the question: “The lives of slaves on Long Island are not so bad. It’s
not like in the South. And besides, we don’t have that much slavery here anyway.”   The students are asked to write
whether they agree and disagree with the statement based on what they know.

MOTIVATION:  Where do you associate slavery in terms of geography?  If you were to pick one section of the
United States where would you expect to find slavery?

ACTIVITIES:
• Students will answer the do now question through a history mystery.
• Students are put into groups (numbers depend on class size) and are given all of the documents.
• Each group will try to decipher the answer to the question. Once they have studied the documents and

answered the corresponding questions the students will tell the class of their findings.
• The class will discuss what they found and compare and contrast their findings.

SUMMARY QUESTION: How important was slavery in the settlement of  Long Island?

HOMEWORK/APPLICATION: Students are to write a newspaper editoral discussing Long Island’s role with
slavery.  It could model Newsday’s – It Happened on Long Island.

Lesson developed by Andrea S. Libresco

http://www.pbs.org/wnet.newyork/laic/sitemap/html
http://www.lihistory.com
http://www.lihistory.com
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History-Mystery: What was life like for enslaved Africans on Long Island?

The following statement could have been made by White male 46 year old farmer sometime during the mid-
1700s. “The lives of slaves on Long Island are not so bad. It’s not like in the South. And besides, we don’t have that
much slavery here anyway.” Your task is to compare this statement against all of the evidence presented in your
packets. Your goal is to how accurate his statement is.

A. Population Statistics
Year Information
1626 11 enslaved Africans in the New Netherland colony
1698 2,130 Blacks in New York, almost all of whom are slaves (1/2 of whom are on Long Island,

1/5 of all residents in Suffolk are Black slaves)
Mid-1700s Only 7 people in the entire colony of New York held 10 or more slaves. In Huntington, 53

masters owned 81 slaves.
1771 3,623 people in Kings County; 1/3 of whom are Black slaves; 10,980 people in Nassau

County; 1/5 of whom are Black slaves; 13, 128 people in Suffolk County; 1/10 of whom are
Black slaves; 20,000 Blacks in New York State (almost all of whom are slaves)

B. Laws Concerning Slavery
1702.  “An Act for Regulating Slaves”

• No person may trade with a slave without permission of the slave’s master or mistress.
• Owners may punish their slaves at their own discretion, though they are not allowed to take a slave’s life or

sever a body part.
• Slaves may not carry guns.
• Except when working for their owners, slaves may not congregate in groups larger than three, with whipping

the penalty, up to 40 lashes.
• Towns may appoint a public whipper, who will be paid up to three shillings for each slave whipped.
• A slave who assaults any free Christian man or woman is subject to prison for up to 14 days as well as

reasonable corporal punishment.
• No slave may give evidence in court, except against other slaves who are plotting to run away, kill their

master or mistress, burn their houses and barns or destroy their corn or cattle.
1706.

• Negro, Indian and Mulatto slaves may be baptized as Christians, though this will not automatically free
them from slavery.

• Any child born of a slave woman will carry the slave status of the mother (even if the father is a free white
man).

1708. “An Act for Preventing the Conspiracy of Slaves”
• Any slave who killed or conspired to kill anyone who was not Black or a slave will be subject to execution.

The owner of the executed slave will be reimbursed by the colony up to 25 pounds sterling.
1712.

• Freed slaves may not hold property.
• Slaves may not own or use a gun, except with permission of their masters.

1732. Slaves may not be out at night except on an extraordinary occasion (Town of Brookhaven).
1757. No Negro shall be found without a pass from his master, not to exceed one mile (Smithtown).
1827. New York State bans slavery within its borders.
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C. Slave Life Serving the Wealthy Lloyd Family
This information was found in the ledgers, letters and wills of the Lloyd family of Lloyd Neck, Long Island. The
original language appears below; therefore, the misspellings and incorrect punctuations also appear.

1. Letter from Dr. George Muirson to Henry Lloyd, May 19, 1730: Jupiter is afflicted with Pains in his Leggs,
Knees and Thighs, ascending to his Bowels. . . . Give one of the Purges, In the morning fasting, . . . the next
day take away about 12 or 14 ounces of blood.

2. Letter from John Lloyd to Henry Lloyd, October 16, 1746: If it is no asking more than becomes me. . . . I
Desire that I should be next purchaser of one of your Negro men.

3. Letter From Henry Lloyd II To John Lloyd II, September 13, 1773: I am much better pleased with Hesters
being sold as she was with 10 pounds loss than she should be sent to Carolina against her will, though by what I
can learn of the treatment Negroes meet with at the plantation she was design’d for is Such as that Some of
those I have Sent prefer their Situation to that they have left.

4. Bill of Sale of Negroes, Sixth Day of December A.D. 1773: Know all Men by these present that I Joseph
Conkling . . for and in consideration of Twenty five pounds of Current money. . . sell. . . unto Joseph and John
Lloyd and to their heirs one Certain Negro Girl named Phoebe of about Six Years of Age.

D. Tom Gall Becomes a Free Man
1685. Tom the Negro which was formerly my mother’s servant...[is] therefore no longer in bondage, but to be a
free man from the day or the date hereof to the day of his death...
1697. The Town of Oyster Bay grants unto Negro Tom and his children a two-acre plot (1697).
1717. “Black Tom” purchases the black slave Obed for 60 pounds from Nathaniel Weeks (February 7, 1717).
1720. Tom Gall purchases an additional 8 acres of land from George Balden or Baldwin for 85 pounds (1720).
1721. Tom and Mary Gall’s daughter marries Obed. Obed is freed from slavery (1721).
1722. Tom Gall sells the 8 acres of land to Thomas Rodgers for 85 pounds (1722).

E. Slave Burned At Stake In 1741
(These events happened in Manhattan but would have affected enslaved Africans on nearby Long Island.)

The mysterious fires . . . began on March 18, 1741. Around noon, flames broke out at the governor’s house at
Fort George. The winter breeze helped the fire travel quickly. Although a bucket brigade tried to put it out, helped
by new, hand-pump fire engines, the chapel next door caught fire. Both buildings were destroyed. During the next
month, more homes and businesses fell victims to smoke and flames. The . . . government not only smelled smoke -
- they smelled a conspiracy, a rebellion by the slaves, which the whites greatly feared. Justice Daniel Horsmanden
was appointed to investigate. During the trial, the judge spoke with Mary Burton, a white indentured servant. Even
though Mary’s stories were full of contradictions, she told the government what they wanted to hear: that the fires
were part of a “Negro plot.” (To encourage her to testify, the government promised to free her from her indenture.)
Even though there was little evidence that the fires were part of a large organized effort, almost half of the male
adult slaves in the city were thrown in jail. In the end, seventeen blacks and four whites were hanged, thirteen
slaves were burned slowly at the stake, and seventy-two slaves were deported.



Section 3

New York and Slavery: Complicity and Resistance                                                                                                 Gateway to the City

98

AIM: What was life like for enslaved Africans at Lloyd Manor on Long Island?

BACKGROUND: In 1685, James Lloyd of Boston purchased a peninsula on the north shore of Long Island that is
still known as Lloyd’s Neck. A royal land grant made his property the Lordship and Manor of Queens Village. His
son, Henry Lloyd, inherited the land and constructed the first manor house. In 1763, Henry’s sons, Henry, John,
Joseph and James, inherited the estate.

DO NOW: Read. A. Slavery Holders in the Town of Hempstead (1775)
MOTIVATION: How many contemporary towns and streets on Long Island are named after slave holders
mentioned in this article?
ACTIVITIES: Students will examine documents of Lloyd Manor in New York. They will describe what they think
life may have been like there based on the information.

KEY QUESTIONS:
1. What was life like on Lloyd Manor?
2. What role did religion play in the lives of enslaved Africans in New York?
3. How did the value of human lives compare with the value of other goods?

SUMMARY: What was life like for enslaved Africans at Lloyd Manor on Long Island?

HOMEWORK: Create a dialogue between Henry Lloyd I and Henry Lloyd II regarding the last document (sale of
the male slave).

APPLICATION: Should we retain the names of towns and strrets named after people on Long Island who owned
enslaved Africans?

Lesson developed by Christine Roblin
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 A. Slavery Holders in the Town of Hempstead (1775)
Source: Many Nassau Families Owned Slaves Late in 18th Century Record Compiled in 1775 Contains Names of
Numerous Leading Residents by Walter S. Funnell (Nassau Democrat Review-Star, February 17, 1937).

• Examine the lists below. What towns, streets and public places on Long Island are named after people who
owned enslaved Africans?

Hempstead in Queens County on Nissaw Island and in the Province of New York, accompt of the slaves within
his districts, brought in to George Everit, Captain. April 28 – anno. 1775. [Slave holders include] Georg Rierson,
Cornelius Rierson, Benjamin Dusenbere, William Cornell, Hendrick Hendrickson, Thomas Hendrickson, John
Hoster, John Montague, Jacob Vollentine, Benjamin Downing, William Lines, Thomas Seamons, Jonathan
Valentine, Samuel Searing, Daniel Searing, Jacob Searing, James Smith, Timothy Smith, Ellixander Davorson,
John Cornell, David Allgoe, Sarah Seamons, Robbard Marvil, John Smith, Peter Titus, John Combs, Benjamin
Smith, James Smith, Richard Smith, Richard Titus, Uriah Plat, John Townsend, Phebe Not, John Petors, Epenetos
Plat, Ambros Fish, Samuel Willis, Richard Williams, John Williams, William Titus, Mary Titus, Stephen Titus,
Josiah Martin, George Holit, John Smith, John Searing, Samuel Rowland, John Hicks, Jacob Smith, Ephraim
Vollingtine, Elizabeth Titus, Charles Petors.

A list of the negro, Indian and Mullata slaves within the district whereof Benjamin Smith is captain . . . . listed
20 the following holders: Jacob Hicks, Esquire, Jacob Hicks, Jr., Thomas Hicks, Phebe Hicks, James Mott, Daniel
Hewlett, Jr., John Cornell, Joseph Scidmore, Thomas Cornell Esq., Captain Brown, Richard Cornell, Benja Lewes,
Henry Mott, Vall Hewlett Peters, Elias Durlun, Eldard Lucas, Jacobus Lawrence, Elias Durlun ye 3rd, Abraham
Bond.

 A list of the slaves, male and female, above 14 years of age an account of which as been brot in to Captain
John Birdsall, for his district in the township of Hempstead in Queens County, according to the late act of
assembly. Owners’ names were: The Rev. Mr. Seabury, Benjn. Lester, Jerm Bedell, Benjn Hewlett, Josh: Birdsall,
Soln Seaman, James Pine, Benjn Smith, Leffurt Hangewout, Wid: Linington, Elias Durland, Jr., Richard Jackson,
Joseph Petit, Jr., Thos. Tredwell, Jno. Carman, Saml. Jackson, John Rowland, Thos. Seaman, James Smith, Jacob
Seaman Esq., Cornell Smith, Patrick Mott, Daniel Hewlett, Thos. Carman, Jno. Jackson, James Seaman, Jno.
Jackson, James Seaman, Jno Hall, James Smith, Jr., Daniel Smith, Danl. Smith, John Grissman, Anthony Semans,
Daniel Pine, Benj. Carman, Richard Suthard, Thos. Seaman, Junr.

B. What was life like for enslaved Africans at Lloyd Manor on Long Island?
In 1685, James Lloyd of Boston purchased a peninsula on the north shore of Long Island that is still known as

Lloyd’s Neck. A royal land grant made his property the Lordship and Manor of Queens Village. His son, Henry
Lloyd, inherited the land and constructed the first manor house. In 1763, Henry’s sons, Henry, John, Joseph and
James, inherited the estate. Excerpts from letters, ledgers and correspondence with the Lloyd family with references
to slaves are from Papers of the Lloyd Family of the Manor of Queens Village, Lloyd’s Neck, Long Island, NY,
1654-1826 in the The New York Historical Society.

1. Correspondence from Henry Lloyd to Mrs. Smith (1725): I just now received a letter from Mr. Antill by
which I find Aurelia is with you in order to be forwarded to me, but that she is obstinate in refuseing to come. I am
to well used to Negroes resolutions to have any regard to them. What I aim at is the complyance with my Sister
Lloyds desire & interest. I have no business for her & had much rather she were hyred out in the City & shall be
much oblidged to you if you’l please to contribute towards hyreing her into some good family on as good terms as
you can which will be most for my Sisters intrest & by far more agreeable to me than to have her with me.
Questions
1. According to Mr. Antill , what was the “problem” with Aurelia?
2. What does Henry Lloyd propose?
3. In your opinion, how might Aurelia see the “problem” differently? Why?
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2. Account of Administration of Joseph Lloyd’s Estate by Henry Lloyd (September 3, 1729)
To Col Luring & Mr Harrison Apprizers appointed by the Government for prizeing the
 Negros 2-1/2 per cent

3 pounds

By Henry Lane Negro Phillis sold him for 40 pounds
By Aurelia & her Child & Maria delivered Mr. Lane on his note to pay me the ballance
 on this account by order of my Brother Lloyds Widow

106 pounds

Note. Phillis I sold to Mr. Lane for 40 pounds on promise if Mrs Lloyd would pay the
 same she should be returned to Her and she was returned with the two other women &
 Child she haveing sent wherewith to pay for them for which I had Mr. Lanes note as
 above. The inventory was One Negro Woman Phillis.
One Negro woman (& Child) 25 year old
One Ditto Maria 18 year old
as apprized by Messrs Lurting & Harrison

35 pounds
40 pounds
45 pounds

120 pounds
Questions
1. Who is complying this list?
2. What is the purpose of the list?

3. Appraisal of Joseph Lloyd’s Slaves by  Rob Lurting (1730)
Appraisement of Three Negro Women & I Negro Child belonging to the estate of the Late Deceas’d Mr Joseph
Lloyd, taken in New York the 13th of August 1730. by Order of Mr Henry Lloyd Administrator to said Estate.
One Negro Woman called Phillis aged about 50 years ...................................... 35 pounds
One Negro Woman called Aurelia about 25 & a Child 15 Months ................... 40 pounds
One Negro Woman Called Marea ..... about 18 years ………......……..   ....… 45 pounds
Total: 120 pounds
Questions: 1. What is the reason for this list?  2. Why is the price of each woman different?

4. Bill of Sale for a Negro Slave (1757): To all Christian People To whome Those Presents shall Come Creating
No ye that I Israel Brush of Huntington in Suffolk County and in the Colony of New York for and in the
Consideration of the sum of forty Pounds Lawfull Currant Mony of the Province of New York . . . sold Bound
Convaid & Delivered unto him the said Tredwell Brush one cairtain Negor Boy Named Jack Coper for to have and
to hold to him the said Tredwell Brush or his heirs and assigns for ever that said Negor Boy Caled Jack Coper with
all his wearing apperril .
Questions: 1. Who is Jack Coper?    2. What is the purpose of this document?

5. An Inventory of the Goods and Chattels & Ca of the Estate of Coll. Melancthon Taylor Woolsey (1758)
2 Decanters & 10 Glases
1 Burnt Cheina Bowl
Tea Tackling
1 Tea pot & Sugar pott &c
2 Glass Salts
1 Jugg Earthen
10 knives & forks
1 horse whip (cat gut)
1 Bareskin Muff
2 hoes @2/6
1 Negro Man Nam’d Ishmael

1 Negro Woman Named Saul and
Child Names Prissila
1 Negro Boy nam’d Jack
1 Negro Girl Named Patience
Flax in the Sheaf
1 Leach Tub
120 Bushell Wheat in Stack @5
120 Bushell of Oats @ 1/6
50 Bushell of Indian Corne
1 Canoe
1 Grind Stone

Questions
1. What is an inventory?
2. What “goods” are described in this inventory of Lloyd Manor?
3. How does the value of a human life (slave) compare with the other goods on this inventory?
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6. Correspondence from Henry Lloyd II to Henry Lloyd (1759):  I forgot to mention I had the offer of a Strong
healthy negro Fellow about 25 years old brought up in a ship Carpenters Yard as a Sawer & boarers of holes &
sometimes employ’d at the Smiths business said to be a diligent hard working Fellow & to be parted with for no
other Fault than going out of nights. has the Character of being good natur’d.
Questions
1. How does Henry Lloyd describe the slave he speaks of?
2. What qualities do you think people looked for in their slaves? Why?
3. How do these qualities compare with the qualities people would look for when purchasing machinery/livestock

for their farm?

7. Bill of Sale for a Negro Girl (1760):  Know all men by these presents that I Joseph Cooper of Oyster Bay in
Queens County, Nassau Island & Province of New York . . . . Have given granted bargained & sold to the said
Henry Lloyd His Heirs Executors & Administrators One Negro Girl named Hannah aged about Eight years To have
and to Hold the said Negro Girl Hannah to him the said Henry Lloyd & his Heirs Executors & Administrators
during her natural life Having full power & authority to Sell the said Girl .
Questions
• Imagine you are this young girl, just recently sold to the Lloyd family in New York. Write a diary entry as if

you are this girl, sold for your entire natural life to be someone’s slave.

8. Bill of Sale of Negress (1773): Know all Men by these Present that I Joseph Conkling of Queens Village in
Queens County on Nassau Island in the Province of New York for and in Consideration of Twenty five pounds
Current money of the Province aforesaid received to my full Satisfaction of Joseph Lloyd & John Lloyd of said
Queens Village on Nassau Island & County & Province aforesaid Have Sold and do by these Presents bargain Sell
and Convey Unto the said Joseph & John Lloyd and to their Heirs & Assigns one Certain Negro Girl Name Phebe
of about Six Years of Age During the Term of her Natural Life
Questions
1. Who is Phebe?
2. What is the purpose of this document?

9. Jupiter Hammon’s poem about freedom (1787)

Remember youth the time is short,
Improve the present day.

And pray that God may guide your thoughts,
And teach your lips to pray.

To pray unto the most high God,
And beg restraining grace.

Then by the power of his word,
You'll see the Savior's face.

Questions
1. What is the main idea of this poem?
2. Why is it important to many people to believe in

a religion or to believe in God?
3. Why was religion important in the lives of

slaves?
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AIM: What is the New York City African Burial Ground Memorial?

BACKGROUND: In 1991 construction workers began to dig the foundation for a new $300 million federal
government building in lower Manhattan. It all came to a halt when workers dug into a burial ground, where they
found wooden coffins and human remains. Investigators were called in and discovered that this was a colonial
burial ground used to bury Africans who were not permitted to be buried in church cemeteries, even if they had
converted to Christianity. Thus began the modern-day saga of the African Burial Ground in New York City. These
hallowed remains seem now to be threatened for the third time. The African Burial Ground is a 5 or 6-acre
cemetery that was used between the late 1600's and 1796 and originally contained between ten thousand and twenty
thousand burials. Despite the harsh treatment that these African people in colonial America seemed to receive, the
427 remains which were finally recovered from the site were buried with great care and love, wrapped in linen
shrouds and methodically positioned in well-built cedar or pine coffins, sometimes with beads or other treasured
objects, occasionally with ornamentation on the coffin.

DO NOW:  Read the background to the African Burial Ground Memorial

MOTIVATION: What is the purpose of a memorial?  What memorials are there in Washington DC? What
memorials are there in your town or community? What memorial was recently built in Washington DC?  Why
wasn’t there a memorial at the African Burial Ground before? Do you think there should be a memorial there now?
Why?

ACTIVITY:
Students will then look at the two pictures and discuss the images in them (specifically the map in which the slaves
are buried outside the city walls). Students will be put into groups complete the activity in which they will create
their own memorial on how the African Burial Ground Memorial should look.

HOMEWORK:  Using the internet, students can search for information, articles, and pictures on the African
Burial Ground.

APPLICATION: What other examples of burial remains have led to controversies in the United States? Why has
has the treatment of these remains been controversial? What do you think should be done with historic burial sites?

Lesson developed by Emily White



Section 3

New York and Slavery: Complicity and Resistance                                                                                                 Gateway to the City

103

The African Burial Ground Memorial
Source: http://www.ucc.org/justice/witness/wfj111802.htm

In 1991 construction workers began to dig the foundation for a new $300 million federal government building
in lower Manhattan. It all came to a halt when workers dug into a burial ground, where they found wooden coffins
and human remains. Investigators were called in and discovered that this was a colonial burial ground used to bury
Africans who were not permitted to be buried in church cemeteries, even if they had converted to Christianity. Thus
began the modern-day saga of the African Burial Ground in New York City. . . . The African Burial Ground is a 5
or 6-acre cemetery that was used between the late 1600’s and 1796 and originally contained between ten thousand
and twenty thousand burials. Despite the harsh treatment that these African people in colonial America seemed to
receive, the 427 remains which were finally recovered from the site were buried with great care and love, wrapped
in linen shrouds and methodically positioned in well-built cedar or pine coffins, sometimes with beads or other
treasured objects, occasionally with ornamentation on the coffin.

The majority of these Africans lived under harsh conditions of slavery. Surprisingly, though, we now know that
in 1644, eleven slaves were freed and each was given a farm grant to land which had been abandoned by whites
during the era of the Dutch and Indian wars. It is the land that is currently Chinatown, Little Italy, SoHo and
Greenwich Village. It was hoped that these African people would be a buffer between the whites and the Indians.

The African Burial Ground was forgotten until those construction workers dug into that ground. Initially, the
federal government tried not to comply with legal mandates about what to do in such a situation. But African
American New Yorkers, including then Mayor David Dinkins, pressed the government to respect the remains found
there and to find a way to honor this sacred space. After vigils and protests and religious observances and meetings
held at the site by many in the community, construction was halted until all the remains could be unearthed and
moved to be studied, with the promise that they would be re-interred back at the site.

The photograph on the left shows the African Burial Ground memorial. The memorial is a National Historic
Landmark and a New York City Historic District. The map on the right is from 1755. The northern boundary of the
city is marked by the Palisades, a wall along what is now Chambers Street. The “Negro Burial Ground” is shown
just outside the city walls.
Questions
1. How was the African Burial Ground re-discovered?
2. Why were Africans buried outside the city limits?
3. Why were some enslaved Africans granted freedom?
4. Why did many African Americans press for a monument at the burial ground?

Extra-credit activity: Design a three-dimensional monument commemorating the Africans of colonial New York.

http://www.ucc.org/justice/witness/wfj111802.htm
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AIM: What was life like for enslaved Africans in the Hudson Valley during the colonial era?

BACKGROUND: Philipsburg Manor, Upper Mills was one of the largest slaveholdings in the north during the
18th century. The Philipses, a Dutch merchant family, were one of the wealthiest families in the colony of New
York. For more than thirty years, Frederick and his son Adolph shipped hundreds of African men, women, and
children across the Atlantic. Some came to New York, but most were sent to the Sugar Islands of Barbados,
Curacao and Jamaica. By 1750, more than 11,000 people were enslaved in the colony of New York. By the mid-
18th century, the Philipse family held over 52,000 acres of land in Westchester County and had one of the largest
slave-holdings in the colonial North.
Source: Higgins, R. and Vetare, M., “Establishing Slavery In Colonial New York,” at
www.hudsonvalley.org/web/phil-main.html

ACTIVITIES: Students will examine documents from Philipsburg Manor in New York. They will describe what
they think life may have been like here based on the information.

DO NOW: A. Large Slaveholdings in the British Colony of New York

MOTIVATION: Should we continue to honor people along the Hudson River Valley who owned slaves?

KEY QUESTIONS:
1. What was life like on Philipsburg Manor?
2. What role did religion play in the lives of slaves?
3. How did the value of human lives compare with the value of other goods?

SUMMARY: What was life like for enslaved Africans at Philipsburg Manor along the Hudson River Valley?

HOMEWORK: Examine the census data for the Hudson River Valley Counties. Create a dialogue between
Adolph Philipse and Miller, an enslaved African Boat-man about life at Philipsburg Manor.

APPLICATION: Organize a campaign to change the names of public places named after people who owned
enslaved Africans?

http://www.hudsonvalley.org/web/phil-main.html
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A. Large Slaveholdings in the British Colony of New York
Philipsburg Manor, Upper Mills was one of the largest slaveholdings in the north during the 18th century.

Lewis Morris’ farm, “Morrisania,” in Westchester County (today the Bronx), was also the location of a large
community of enslaved people. The 1755 so-called “Slave Census” for the county lists twenty-nine slaves. Robert
Livingston used enslaved African labor at his ironworks in Ancram, New York. There was another large
slaveholding on Sylvester Manor plantation on Shelter Island, New York. In 1680, 24 enslaved people were listed
on Nathaniel Sylvester’s will. Along New York’s Mohawk River, Sir William Johnson held large numbers of
people in bondage. Between 1738 and 1774, at least 40 different names of enslaved people appear in his
documents. At one point he had 24 slaves baptized all at once in St. George’s Church in Schenectady.
Questions
1. Where are Philipsburg Manor and Morrisana?
2. In your opinion, why would British colonial officials conduct a “slave census”?

B. Frederick Philipse and the Trans-Atlantic Slave Trade
The Philipses, a Dutch merchant family, were one of the wealthiest families in the colony of New York.

Frederick Philipse was a successful businessman, politician, and gentleman. He built Philipsburg Manor in the
county of Westchester where the Pocantico River flows into the Hudson Rivers. Philipse created Philipsburg Manor
to serve as a provisioning plantation for the Atlantic sea trade and as a headquarters for a world-wide shipping
operation.

In 1685, Frederick Philipse’s ship, the Charles, sailed from Amsterdam to Angola on the Congo River in West
Africa to exchange weapons and other goods for Africans. 146 Africans were taken from West Africa to Barbados,
but only 105 arrived there. The other 41 enslaved Africans priobably died during the voyage. Eight enslaved
Africans who were too sick to be sold in Barbados were brought to Frederick’s son Adolph near Rye, New York.
They probably were the first group of enslaved Africans at the Upper Mills at Philipsburg Manor. A ninth enslaved
African seems to have been sent to New York City to work at Frederick Philipse’s Manhattan home. The earliest
slaves at the Upper Mills would have cleared the land for farming, and probably built structures including the
manor house, mill, church, and wharf.

For more than thirty years, Frederick and his son Adolph shipped hundreds of African men, women, and
children across the Atlantic. Some came to New York, but most were sent to the Sugar Islands of Barbados,
Curacao and Jamaica. By 1750, more than 11,000 people were enslaved in the colony of New York.
Questions
1.Who was Frederick Philipse?
2. What was Philipse and his son’s role in the slave trade?

C. Slavery at Philipsburg Manor
By the mid-18th century, the Philipse family held over 52,000 acres of land in Westchester County and had one

of the largest slave-holdings in the colonial North. Although the institution of slavery was legal in all thirteen of
England’s North American colonies, rarely did northern slaveholders claim more than two or three individuals. In
1750, twenty-three enslaved men, women, and children lived and worked at Philipsburg Manor, Upper Mills. They
provided the skilled labor necessary to operate a milling complex, bake house, farm, and dairy, and they possessed
the expertise to pilot sloops up and down the Hudson River. At the Yonkers portion of the Manor known as the
Lower Mills, and at their New York City residences, the Philipses held similarly large numbers of captives.

Legal codes that bound slaves were the same throughout the American colonies in their attempt to dehumanize
enslaved workers. However, at the period of Philipsburg Manor’s greatest activity, between 1720 and 1750, there
were significant differences between slavery in the North and its various manifestations in the South. First, due to
climatic differences between the two regions, the North depended upon a more diversified agriculture than the
South and evolved a correspondingly more varied seasonal work routine. The distinctive nature of northern
agriculture combined with the growth of commercial enterprises such as Philipsburg Manor gave rise to a work
force that included black artisans highly skilled in different trades. This strengthened the negotiating power of
individual slaves with those who held control. Second, although most northern slaves lived and worked in the
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countryside, they were influenced by their proximity to large port cities, such as Boston, New York,. Philadelphia,
and Newport. Some enslaved northerners worked in the provisioning trade; others were mariners and had access to
the Atlantic world. Still others used river travel to seek the cultural ties and personal anonymity afforded by the
cities’ sizable black populations. Up until the mid 18th century, New York City had the largest urban slave
population in the North American colonies.
Questions
1. What kind of work did enslaved Africans perform at Philipsburg Manor?
2. How was slavery in New York different from slavery on plantations in the South and the Caribbean?

D. The Garden at Philipsburg Manor
It was common practice in rural areas of the American North and South to allocate garden plots to enslaved

men and women. While this meant added work, it also improved the quality of their lives. This allowed enslaved
people, who had little control over many aspects of their daily lives, some choice in the foods they ate. Plants
grown in the Philipsburg Manor garden include root crops such as white and sweet potatoes, as well as red kidney
beans, black-eyed peas, cayenne pepper, winter squash, and various greens. These may have been foods similar to
those available in Africa and the Caribbean. An 18th century botanist described kidney beans as “of great use for
feeding Negroes, being strong hearty food.” Kidney beans, corn and cassava, were probably introduced to West
Africa from the Americas during the earliest years of the trans-Atlantic Slave Trade and would have been well-
established in West Africa by 1750. Black-eyed peas were probably introduced into the Americas from Africa as a
result of the slave trade. An 18th century writer noted that the black-eyed pea “is a hardy fruitful plant, and thrives
in almost every soil. The seeds serve to feed the negroes; and are frequently used by the poorer sort of white
people: they are observed to be a hearty wholesome food.”

The sweet potato, indigenous [originating] to the New World, was popular among Africans in the Americas.
According to accounts written by an 18th-century historian, sweet potatoes were “cultivated all over America, and
supply the negroes and poorer sort of people with a great part of their food in many places.” Of the sweet potato, an
18th-century traveller noted that “. . . in all our colonies of America, as well Islands as Continent, these roots are in
great esteem and use: the common white people, as well as the negro slaves, subsisting much on them.”

Another benefit to keeping a garden was that enslaved men and women could sell surplus produce from their
plots to earn cash. New York City’s population created a market for fruits and vegetables, and in Westchester
County a market was held weekly at the shire town of West Chester (now part of the Bronx). Marketable plants
from the Philipsburg Manor’s garden probably included cabbage, carrots, peas, parsnips, gherkins, leeks, onions,
radishes, and other vegetables that would have found favor at a Euro-American settler’s table. The garden could
also provide cultivated medicinal herbs. Documents from the 18th century reveal that African medical practitioners
were valued within the Black community and also by Whites in need of care.
Questions
1.Why were enslaved Africans permitted to plant their own gardens at Philipsburg Manor?
2. What conclusion can your draw from the fact that Whites were using African herbal remedies?

E. The African-Dutch Holiday of Pinkster
Pinkster was a holiday celebrated over several days by African and Dutch New Yorkers throughout the 1700s.

It is the Dutch name for Pentecost, an important Christian festival celebrated seven weeks after Easter, in May or
early June. In the Hudson River Valley , the holiday was associated with the renewal of life in Spring.

Pinkster was brought to the New World by Dutch settlers in the 1620s and flourished in the areas of heaviest
Dutch settlement: the Hudson Valley, northern New Jersey, and western Long Island. Despite Pinkster’s Dutch
origins, Africans in New York and New Jersey were so successful at incorporating their own cultures into the
celebration that by the early 1800s Pinkster was actually considered an African-American holiday.

The Pinkster holiday gave enslaved Africans the opportunity to reunite with loved ones and family members
who often lived some distance away. Many journeyed from rural areas into New York City, with its significantly
larger population of both free and enslaved Africans. By the mid 1700s, markets in New York and Brooklyn were
attracting large gatherings at Pinkster time. Enslaved men and women sold such items as berries, herbs, sassafras
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bark, beverages, and oysters at these markets, and in turn used the money earned to participate in the Pinkster
celebration.

Africans and Europeans alike enjoyed drinking, game-playing, dance, and music at these gatherings. Vendors
adorned market stalls with greenery and flowers, and European vendors hired skillful African dancers to draw
crowds to their booths. Dances such as the “jig,” “breakdown,” or “double shuffle” synthesized African and
European elements with newly invented steps, and were the forerunners of tap and break dancing.
Questions
1. Why did New York’s Africans celebrate a Dutch holiday?
2. Why was Pinkster an important holiday in New York’s African communities?

F. Slave Sales and Inventories, Westchester, New York  (1734-1750)
Source: A Teacher’s Guide to Understanding the Enslaved World in New York and at Philipsburg Manor (Historic
Hudson Valley, Tarrytown, NY).
1. An advertisement in the New York Weekly Journal Offering a Slave for Sale (1734)
To be Sold, a Young Negro Woman, about 20 year old, she dos all sorts of House work; she can Brew, Bake, boyle
soaft Soap, Wash, Iron & Starch; and is a good darey Women she can Card and Spin at the great Wheel, Cotton,
Lennen and Wollen, she has another good Property she neither drinks Rum nor smoaks Tobacco, and she is a strong
hale healthy Wench. she can Cook pretty well for Rost and Boyld; she can speak no other Language but English;
she had the small Pox in Barbados when a Child. Enquire of the Printer here of and know the Purchase. N.B. She is
well Clothed.

2. An advertisement in the New York Weekly Post-boy Journal Offering Slaves for Sale (1750)
To be sold at Public Vendue, at Ten o-clock on Thursday Morning, the 19th Instant, at the House of the late Adolph
Philipse, Esq.; deceased, on the Manour of Philipsburg; Four Negro men, vix. a Miller, a Boat-man, and two
Farmers; three Negro Women, six Negro Boys, and two Girls; Household Goods, and all the Stock, consisting of 40
odd Head of Cattle, 26 Horses, a number of Sheep and Hogs, and all the Utensils belonging to the said Manour.
Questions
1. How do these advertisements descroibe the people who are being sold?
2. Why are people being described in these ways?

3. Inventory from the Will of Frederick Philipse II (1749)
Men:
Ceaser
Dimond
Sampson
Keiser
Flip
Tom
Venture

Men not fit for work:
James
Charles
Billy

Boys:
Tom abt 9 years old
Charles 9 Do
Sam 8 Do
Dimond 7 Do
Hendrick 5 Do
Ceaser 2 Do
Harry 1 & 4 months

Women:
Susan
Abigal
Massy
Dina
Sue
Betty 3 years old a girl

2 Silver Tankards
1 Do Mugg
6 New Silver Spoons
6 old Ditto
1 Silver Teapott
6 Silver forks
1 Do pepper box

(In the Garrett) April 19th 1750
6 flax Spinning wheels
2 Woll . . . Do
1 old gun
Some wool & Tow
a Miners pick Ax
4 Siths & 2 handles
a flax Reel
a pr of old scales and weights
Some old baskets and old Cask
a tin Cullender

Question: What do we learn about life at Philipsburg manor from the will of Frederick Philipse II?
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G. African American (Black) Census for Hudson Valley Counties, 1698-1771

Task: Write a paragraph describing changes in the African American (Black)  population of Hudson River Valley
counties from 1698 – 1771. Write an introduction and a concluding paragraph that explains what you discovered
from these census charts.

1. Westchester County
Year Total

Population
Black
Population

Black Male
Adults

Black  Female
Adults

Black
Children

Blacks as
% of  Total

1698 1063 146 --- --- -- 13.7%
1723 4409 448 155 118 175 10.2%
1731 6633 692 269 96 327 10.4%
1737 6745 851 304 254 293 12.6%
1746 9235 672 207 140 325 7.3%
1749 10703 1156 336 279 541 10.8%
1756 13257 1338 495 280 563 10.1%
1771 21745 3430 984 887 1569 15.8%

2. Orange County
Year Total

Population
Black
Population

Black Male
Adults

Black  Female
Adults

Black
Children

Blacks as
% of  Total

1698 219 19 --- --- --- 8.6%
1723 1244 147 45 29 73 11.8%
1731 1969 492 205 146 141 25.0%
1737 2840 293 125 95 73 10.3%
1746 3268 310 133 44 133 9.5%
1749 4234 360 111 103 146 8.5%
1756 4876 430 140 94 196 8.8%
1771 10092 662 206 174 282 6.6%

3. Dutchess County
Year Total

Population
Black
Population

Black Male
Adults

Black  Female
Adults

Black
Children

Blacks as
% of  Total

1698 1384 156 --- --- -- 11.2%
1723 1083 43 22 14 7 4.0%
1731 1727 112 59 32 21 6.5%
1737 3418 262 161 42 59 7.7%
1746 8806 500 186 100 214 5.7%
1749 7912 421 176 79 166 5.3%
1756 14148 859 323 162 374 6.1%
1771 22404 1360 451 328 581 6.1%
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AIM: How did African Americans in New York resist slavery in the colonial era?

BACKGROUND: There were several forms of resistance that enslaved Africans used to resist slavery. Oftentimes,
the harshness of slavery is discussed but slaves rebellions and resistance is not a part of the discussion. There was
active resistance both in the South and in New York. Slaves are often made out to be docile and passive, when this
is far from the truth. This lesson allows students to see some of the actions that the slaves took. The Do Now is
three of the most famous rebellions of the 19th century and it is stated that Nat Turner’s rebellion forced slave
owners to re think slave’s ability to rise up. Many also claim that these rebellions were the beginning of abolition.
Teachers may also include suicide, slaves poisoning the master’s food, or slaves cutting glass to put in the master’s
food or any other than they or students can come up with, to add to active resistance. Teachers may ask also expand
on the do now and have student do further research.

DO NOW: Read and analyze 1702-1825 chart of Reported Escapes by Enslaved Africans on Long Island and
answer the questions that follow.

MOTIVATION: Why would someone run away from home today? Where would they go? Why would African
Americans in colonial New York run away from their “masters”? Is this the same thing, or is it something
different? Explain.

ACTIVITIES:
1. Students will be broken into teams. Each team will be assigned to examine and report to the class on either
documents B, C or D.
2. Entire class will examine and discuss document E- Should These Enslaved Africans Have Been Executed?
3. Activity sheet F is additional material on slave resistance on Long Island.

SUMMARY: Why would enslaved Africans rebel against or runaway from their masters?

HOMEWORK:
Tomorrow in class we will have a mock trial. We will try the female black slave and the Native American slave
responsible for the murders of the Hallet family. Each person will be assigned a role (prosecutor/defense
attorney/victim’s extended family members/defendants- female black slave and Native American slave/jurors).
Each person should write up an outline on your thoughts on the case based on your role. We will present our ideas
in the form of a trial in class and the jurors will see and hear the evidence before them to make a decision on
whether or not the slave should be convicted of murder. Attorneys should come up with convincing arguments for
the jury. Defendants/victims family should come up with appropriate testimony to present to the jury at the trial.
Use the space below to prepare your thoughts and ideas.

Lesson developed by Tabora Johnson and Christine Roblin
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A. Reported Escapes By Enslaved Africans On Long Island (1702-1825)
Source: Moss, R.  (1993). Slavery on Long Island, p. 108.

County #  Males % Males # Females % Females Total
Kings 6 60.0% 4 40.0% 10
Queens 66 81.5% 15 18.5% 81
Suffolk 36 90.0% 4 10.0% 40
Total 108 82.4% 23 17.6% 131
Questions
1. Which county had the most number of escapes by enslaved African males?
2. Which county had the most number of enslaved African females?
3. Which gender of enslaved Africans escaped more, males or females?
4. In your opinion, what might be some reasons that an enslaved African would escape?

B. Runaway Slave Advertisements from Colonial New York (1738-1760)
Source: Social Science Docket, 1(2), p. 35-36.

Few enslaved Africans were able to tell their own stories. Historians have to piece together the story of their
lives from limited sources. Often the surviving documents tell the story from the point of view of White masters.
Examine these advertisements for the recapture of escaped slaves.
Questions:
• What do we learn about the person who ran away from each of these advertisements?
• What do we learn about life in colonial New York from these advertisements?
New York Gazette, December 11, 1732. Ran away from Joseph Reade of the City of New York, Mercht. the 14th of
November 1732, a likely Mullatto Servant Woman, named Sarah, she is about 24 Years of Age, and has taken with
her a Callico Suit of Cloaths, a striped Satten Silk Wastcoat, a striped Calliminco Wastcoat and Pettycoat, two
Homespun Waftcoats and Pettyicoats, and a Negro Man light colour Coat with brass buttons; he is of a Tall Stature
and well set, a handy Wench, can do all sorts of Housework, speaks good English and some Dutch. Whosever takes
up the said Servant, and will bring her to her said Master, shall have Five Pounds as a Reward and all reasonable
Charges paid.

The New York Weekly Journal, October 2, 1738. Runaway from Frederick Zepperly of Rhinebeck in Dutchess
County, a copper colored Negro fellow named Jack, aged about 30 years, speaks nothing but English and reads
English. Whoever takes up said run away and secures him so his master may have him again or gives notice of him
to Harry Beekman or to John Peter Zenger shall have forty shillings and all reasonable charges.

New York Gazette, August 13, 1750. Runaway about four weeks ago, from Simon Cregier of the City of New York,
a Negro wench named Phoebe aged about 45 years, middle sized, and formerly belonged to Dr. Cornelius Van
Wyck at Great Neck; she is well known at that part of Long Island, and about Flushing; she had a note with her to
look for a master, but has not returned again; her clothing is uncertain. Whoever takes up and secures said Negro
wench, so that her Master may have her again, should have forty shillings reward and all reasonable charges paid
by Simon Cregier.

New York Gazette, July 24, 1758. Runaway from Ide Meyer on the 20th of June last, a Mulatto wench named
Ohnech, but goes by the name Hannah and pretends to be free: She is about 4 feet 4 inches high and 28 years of
age; is well set and speaks both English and Dutch very well, had on when she went away a homespun stole, a
petticoat, blue short cloak and white cap; whoever takes up and secures the said wench so that her Master may have
her again shall have TWENTY SHILLINGS reward and all reasonable charges paid.

New York Gazette, June 30, 1760. Runaway on Monday the 20th instant from Dennis Hicks of this city, Shipwright,
a likely Negro Lad of about 14 years old, a short chubby fellow, full faced: had on a blue sailors jacket with a
striped homespun one under it, an old brown cloth pair of breeches, an old hat and cap. Whoever takes up and
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secures said Negro, in that he may be had again, shall have Twenty Shillings reward and charges paid by Dennis
Hicks.

C. Slave Revolts
It was very difficult to enforce restrictive laws on the African population of New York City. Enslaved Africans

were often unsupervised and many moved around the city as part of their work. The White population was often in
a state of fear and there were constant complaints to the municipal government that defiant Blacks had to be
brought under control. In 1690, a gang of runaways was accused of robbing and terrorizing Dutch farmers in
Harlem. In 1696, the mayor of the city was punched when he order a noisy group of Africans to disperse. In 1706
the Governor of the colony expressed alarm at the “great insolency” of the city’s African population and in 1708, a
prominent White landowner in Queens County and his wife and their children were killed by an enslaved Native
and his African wife. Robert Hunter was the royal governor of New York and New Jersey from 1710 to 1719. In a
letter to the Lords of Trade in London written three months after the insurrection, Hunter described the slave revolt.
Other documents describe new laws passed to more effectively control the colonies African population and the
procedure for paying for executions. Source: Burrows, E. and Wallace, M. (1999). Gotham, A History of New
York City to 1898. NY: Oxford, 146-148.
Questions
1. Why were many Whites living in a state of fear?
2. In your opinion, were violent slave revolts justified?

Letter from Governor Robert Hunter, June 23, 1712. Source: E.B. Callaghan, ed. (1885). Documents Relative
to the Colonial History of the State of New York. Vol. V, p. 341-342.

I must now give your Lordships an account of a bloody conspiracy of some of the slaves of this place, to
destroy as many of the inhabitants as they could. It was put in execution in this manner, when they had resolved to
revenge themselves, for some hard usage they apprehended to have received from their masters (for I can find no
other cause) they agreed to meet in the orchard of Mr. Crook in the middle of the town, some provided with fire
arms, some with swords and others with knives and hatchets. This was the sixth day of April, the time of meeting
was about twelve or one clock in the night, when about three and twenty of them were got together. One . . . slave
to one Vantilburgh set fire to [a shed] of his masters, and then repairing to his place where the rest were, they all
sallyed out together with their arms and marched to the fire. By this time, the noise of the fire spreading through the
town, the people began to flock to it. Upon the approach of several, the slaves fired and killed them. The noise of
the guns gave the alarm, and some escaping, their shot soon published the cause of the fire, which was the reason
that not above nine Christians were killed, and about five or six wounded. Upon the first notice, which was very
soon after the mischief was begun, I order’d a detachment from the fort under a proper officer to march against
them, but the slaves made their retreat into the woods, by the favour of the night. Having ordered sentries the next
day in the most proper places on the Island [Manhattan] to prevent their escape, I caused the day following, the
militia of this town and of the country of West Chester to drive [to] the Island, and by this means and strict searches
in the town, we found all that put the design in execution, six of these having first laid violent hands upon
themselves[committed suicide], the rest were forthwith brought to their tryal before ye Justices of this place, who
are authorized by Act of Assembly to hold a court in such cases. In that court were twenty seven  condemned,
whereof twenty one were executed, one being a woman with child, her execution by that means suspended. Some
were burnt, others hanged, one broke on the wheel, and one hung alive in chains in the town, so that there has been
the most exemplary punishment inflicted that could be possibly thought of.

Questions
1. How effective was the slave revolt?
2. How many slaves were involved in the uprising?
3. Do you think that they should have used more or less slaves? Why?
4. What were some of the punishments that the slaves faced? Why would the whites use these methods instead of

simpler techniques?
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D. Evidence of General Resistance to Slavery
1. Wills & Testaments. Source: A Forgotten People: Discovering The Black Experience In Suffolk County, p. 77.
Will of Richard Smith of Smithtown (1720).  Item My will is that if my mullato Dick continues villanous and
stubborn then my overseers shall dispose of him and ye effects to be employed for the use of my wife and children.
Will of Thomas Moore (1754). I give to my Beloved wife Hannah . . . my Negro woman called Hagar During the
Time she shall remain my Widow and my Negro man called Pompie if he behaveth well. but if otherwise then my
Executors to sell him & the money to be Disposed of by my Executors for the Good of my Estate.

2. Fighting Back. Source: New York Gazette and Weekly  Mercury, June 19, 1772.
Justice Nathaniel Brewster , Bellport , Brookhaven (1772). About four o’clock last Monday afternoon Nathaniel
Brewster Esq. being in the woods with one of his negroes, attempted to correct him for some misdemeanor, which
the negro resented, and wounded his master by giving several such heavy blows on his head with a billet of wood,
that he expired the next morning. The negro was tried the next day, and being found guilty of the murder of Mr.
Brewster, was to be executed last Friday.

3. Starting Fires and Looting. Source: http://www.yale.edu/glc/archive/912.htm
Mr. Justice Frederick Philipse’s Charge to the Grand Jury, New York City (1741): The many frights and
terrors which the good people of this city have of late been put into, by repeated and unusual fires, and burning of
houses, give us too much room to suspect, that some of them at least, did not proceed from mere chance, or
common accidents; but on the contrary, from the premeditated malice and wicked pursuits of evil and designing
persons; and therefore, it greatly behoves us to use our utmost diligence, by all lawful ways and means to discover
the contrivers and perpetrators of such daring and flagitious undertakings: that, upon conviction, they may receive
condign punishment. . . . I am told there are several prisoners now in jail, who have been committed by the city
magistrates, upon suspicion of having been concerned in some of the late fires; and others, who under pretence of
assisting the unhappy sufferers, by saving their goods from the flames, for stealing, or receiving them. This indeed,
is adding affliction to the afflicted, and is a very great aggravation of such crime. . .
Questions
1. What stipulations were made in the wills?
2. In your opinion, was the Africans executed in Brookhaven treated fairly? Explain.
3. Who were the suspects in the New York City fires? Why were they suspected?

E. Should These Enslaved Africans Have Been Executed?
Source: Hodges, G. Root & Branch: African Americans in New York & East Jersey
1613-1863, p. 64. Wilder, C. In the Company of Black Men,  p.17

On the evening of January 24, 1708, an enslaved black woman and an enslaved Native American sought
revenge on their owner, William Hallet Jr., of New Town, Queens County. They killed Hallet, his pregnant wife,
and their five children. Authorities suspected a broader rebellion and arrested the two conspirators and several other
Africans. On February 2, 1708, the woman was burned to death and the man was suspended in chains beside a
blade that cut his flesh as he moved. Two other Africans were also executed.

 “William Hallet Junior who labored at a place called Hellgate his wife and give children in a quarter of an hour
were all murdered by one Indian slave whom he had up for 4 years. There was a Negro woman Slave in the house
who was to him in counseling him in this bloody matter. Both he and his wife have gone at Justice Hattely house
with some others…about seven at night [Hallet and his wife] returned home and went to bed…The slaves were
watching their opportunity for they had to do it that night, and the house being something dark, [Sam] came into the
house and had a axe laid behind the door and seeing his Master asleep took the axe and struck him first with the
edge and then with the back of it. The first shook awakened his wife who was abed in the same room and she called
murder, thereupon he struck her with the back of an axe on the head. There was one child lying in a box about 7 or
8 years of age. Those he murdered with the back of an axe and then drags the Young Child out from its murdered
mother and Struck it on the head. The mother of the murdered child was also big with child.”

http://www.yale.edu/glc/archive/912.htm
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F. Resistance to Slavery on Long Island

1720. Will of Richard Smith of Smithtown (Will of Richard Smith, April 26,  1720)
Source: A Forgotten People: Discovering The Black Experience In Suffolk County. Society for the Preservation of
Long Island Antiquities, 93 North Country Road, Setauket, N.Y. 11733, p. 77.

... Item I give unto my son Richd my young negro boy called Stephen
Item I give unto my son Nathll my negro boy called John
Item I give unto my wife Hannah the use of my two negro men also a young Negro girl as long as she remains my
widow
Item my will is that after my wifes death or marriage that the use of the negro girl shall descend to my eldest
Daughter Sarah.
Item I give unto my son Richd after ye marriage or decease of my wife my Negro man called Harry
Item My will is that if my mullato Dick continues villanous and stubborn then my overseers shall dispose of him
and ye effects to be employed for the use of my wife and children ...

1754. Will of Thomas Moore
Source: A Forgotten People: Discovering The Black Experience In Suffolk County. Society for the Preservation of
Long Island Antiquities, 93 North Country Road, Setauket, N.Y. 11733, p. 77.

... I give to my Beloved wife Hannah ... my Negro woman called Hagar During the Time she shall remain my
Widow and my Negro man called Pompie if he behaveth well. but if otherwise then my Executors to sell him & the
money to be Disposed of by my Executors for the Good of my Estate att ther Discretion.

1772. Justice Nathaniel Brewster , Bellport , Brookhaven
Source: New York Gazette and Weekly  Mercury, June 19, 1772. A Forgotten People: Discovering The Black
Experience In Suffolk County. Society for the Preservation of Long Island Antiquities, 93 North Country Road,
Setauket, N.Y. 11733, p. 78.

About four o’clock last Monday afternoon Nathaniel Brewster Esq. being in the woods with one of his negroes,
attempted to correct him for some misdemeanor, which the negro resented, and wounded his master by giving
several such heavy blows on his head with a billet of wood, that he expired the next morning. The negro was tried
the next day, and being found guilty of the murder of Mr. Brewster, was to be executed last Friday.

1791. Runaway Advertisement (Frothingham’s Long Island Herald, 31 May 31, 1791)
Source: A Forgotten People: Discovering The Black Experience In Suffolk County. Society for the Preservation of
Long Island Antiquities, 93 North Country Road, Setauket, N.Y. 11733, p. 78.

Ran away from the Subscriber, about three years and a half ago, a Negro man, named Tom, between 90 and 100
years of age, had on when he went away, a snuff coloured great coat, white plush breeches, blue yarn stockings;
one leg somewhat shorter than the other; about 4 feet high, Africa born, spoke very broken. Whomever will bring
said Negro to his master shall receive SIX PENCE Reward, and no charges paid by
LEMUEL PEIRSON
N.B. All persons are forbid harbouring said Negro at their peril.
Southampton, May 31, 1791.
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AIM: How did the British Colony of New York seek to control enslaved Africans?

BACKGROUND: New York’s first comprehensive slave code was adopted in 1702. It equated slave status with
being African. Native Americans could no longer be enslaved. Indentured servitude was limited to Whites only.
Masters were granted almost unlimited power to coerce and punish slaves. Source: Burrows, E. and Wallace, M.
(1999). Gotham, A History of New York City to 1898. NY: Oxford, 146

DO NOW: Answer the question: How do schools try to regulate the behavior of teens? (list specific rules or laws
that regulate the behavior of teens in school)

MOTIVATION: Why do societies have laws? What do these laws tell us about our society? Why regulate
behavior? What is your curfew? What rules and regulations do other place on your life? Why?
Activities: This lesson may be used for individual students or students may be broken up into groups of 3-5
students. Students will be asked to read all passages and answer all questions. After all sheets are competing
students will be asked to share their responses with the class. A discussion will be generated from student’s
responses and answers to the questions.

KEY QUESTION:
1. What was the purpose of the laws that whites created?
2. What methods used to combat slave resistance?

SUMMARY: What do the slave laws tell us about enslaved Africans and life in New York City?

APPLICATION: In your opinion, should enslaved Africans who were involved in the revolts have been executed?
Explain. Look in your newspapers, magazines or any scholarly article and find one law that has been created to
react to some form of resistance. Can you think of a law that has been created to restrict resistance?

Lesson developed by Rachael Ingberman, Tabora Johnson and Christine Roblin
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 How did the British Colony of New York seek to control enslaved Africans?

A. Population, British Colony of New York (1698 and 1756)
The growing population of enslaved Africans in the British colony of New York, especially their concentration

in a few areas, contributed to stricter laws designed to control their freedom of movement. Chart A shows the
population of New York in 1698 by county. Chart B shows the population of New York in 1756 by county.
Examine the charts and answer the questions below. Source: E.B. O’Callaghan, ed. (1851). The Documentary
History of the State of New-York.
A. 1698             B. 1756
County White Black % Black   County White Black % Black
New York 4,237 700 14.2%  New York 10,768 2,272 17.4%
Richmond 654 73 10.0%  Richmond 1,667 465 21.8%
Kings 1,721 296 14.7%  Kings 1,862 845 31.2%
Queens 3,366 199 5.6%  Queens 8,617 2,169 20.1%
Suffolk 2,121 558 20.8%  Suffolk 9,245 1,045 10.2%
Westchester 917 146 13.7%  Westchester 11,919 1,338 10.1%
Orange 200 19 8.6%  Orange 4,446 430 8.8%
Dutchesse 1,228 156 11.2%  Dutchess 13,289 859 6.1%
Ulster --- --- ---  Ulster 6,605 1,500 18.5%
Albany 1,453 23 1.5%  Albany 14,805 2,619 15.0%
Total 15,897 2,170 12.0%  Total 83,223 13,542 16.3%
Questions
1. How does the population of Africans in New York change from 1698 to 1756?
2. In your opinion, why would this lead to stricter laws regulating African American life?

B. An engraving depicts the execution of a Enslaved African

In 1741, over 100 enslaved Africans in New York City
were accused of plotting a slave rebellion. After a trial,
over twenty were executed.

Questions
1. What is taking place in this picture?
2. How are the people dressed in the picture?
3. In your opinion, why did this take place in a public

rather than private?
4. In your opinion, why was this method used to

punish enslaved Africans?
5. How does this image make you feel? Why?
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C. An Act for Regulating Slaves (1702)
Source: The Colonial Laws of New York from the Year 1664 to the Revolution, v. 1., pp. 519-521, in E.B.
O’Callaghan, ed. (1851). The Documentary History of the State of New-York. Albany, NY:Charles Van Benthysen.
It enacted by his excell’cy the governour and councill and representatives convened in General Assembly, and by
authority of the same, That no Person or Persons hereafter throughout this Province, do presume to Trade with any
slave either in buying or selling, without leave and Consent of the Master or Mistress, on penalty of forfeiting
Treble the value of the thing traded for, and for the sum of five pounds Current money of New-York, to the Master
or Mistress of such slave. . . . and be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That hereafter it shall and may be
lawful for any Master or Mistress of slaves to punish their slaves for their Crimes and offences at Discretion, not
exceeding to life or Member.
Questions
1. What is the purpose of this law?
2. How does this law establish a master’s control over an enslaved African?

D. Edward Lord Viscount Cornbury Announces Death Penalty for  Rebellous Slaves(1706)
Source: Wilder, C. (2000). In the Company of Black Men, p. 16.
“Whereas, I am informed that several Negroes in Kings County have assembled themselves in a riotous manner,
which, if not prevented, may prove of ill consequence; you and every [one] of you therefore hereby required and
commanded to take all proper methods for seizing and apprehending all such negros in the said country as shall be
found to be assembled in such manner as aforesaid, or have run away or absconded from their masters or owners,
whereby there may be reason to suspect them of ill practices or designs, and to secure them in safe custody, that
their crimes and actions may be inquired into; and if any of them refuse to submit themselves, then to fire on them,
kill or destroy them, if they cannot otherwise be taken; and for so doing this shall be your sufficient warrant.”
Questions
1. Why did Lord Viscount issue this statement?
2. In your opinioin, why was the penalty of death used for rebellious slaves?

E. Laws Restricting Enslaved Africans (1742)
Source: Minutes of the Common Council of the City of New York.
1. Law to Restrain Negros From Going to Fetch Water on A Sunday Other Than to the Next Well or Pump to Their
place of Abode and Riding Horses Thro the Streets or out of Town on a Sunday. Be It Ordained . . . That no Negro
Molatto or Indian Slave within this City after the Publication hereof Shall on any Lords Day or Sunday Presume to
fetch any water other than from the Next well or pump the place of their Abode or Shall Presume to Ride any Horse
thro any of the Streets of this City or on the Common. Every Slave So Offending Shall be Whipt at the Publick
Whipping Post at the Discretion of any one justice of the Peace Not Exceeding forty Lashes Unless the Master:
Mistress or Owner of Such Slave So offending pay the sum of Three Shillings.
2. Law for Appointing Establishing and Regulating a Good and Sufficient Night Watch in the City of New York.
Whereas there now is and of Late years hath been by Reason of Great Numbers of people Coming into this City
from all parts Some whereof are Suspected to be Convict felons Transported from Great Britain and Ireland And to
prevent the Conspiracy Insurrection or plotting of Negro’s & other Slaves great Necessity of A Strong and
Sufficient Night Watch to be Kept Every Night within this City for the Safety Security and peace of the Said City
and the Good Inhabitants thereof.

Questions
1. What is the purpose of these laws?
2. In your view, why did the munipal government pass these laws?
3. What happened to the slaves who disobeyed these laws?
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AIM: The New York City Slave Conspiracy Trial (1741): Who were the guilty parties?
Sources: http://www.yale.edu/glc/archive/912.htm; http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/part1/1p286.html; http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-
bin/query/r?ammem/llst:@field(DOCID+@lit(gcmisclst0063div5)

BACKGROUND: Slavery in New York City in the first half of the eighteenth century created a potentially
explosive situation. The city had a large population of enslaved Africans. In 1737, 16 percent of the 10,664
inhabitants of New York County (Manhattan Island), were of African ancestory. Conditions were very different
from plantation life in the South and the Caribbean. Meetings between enslaved people were relatively easy and
unsupervised and slaves and free Blacks and White worked and lived in close proximity. The governors of the city
lived in continuous fear of fire, attack by the enemies of England, a slave insurrection, or some combination of all
three. In 1712, Black rebels were accused of setting fire to a building in the middle of the city and attacking White
colonists who tried to extinguish the blaze. Nine Whites were shot, stabbed, or beaten to death and another six were
wounded. Militia units from New York and Westchester and soldiers from a nearby fort captured twenty-seven
rebels. Six captives took there own lives and the others were executed. The uprising led to a series of new legal
restrictions on the rights of enslaved Africans. They included limits on their ability to meet, restrictions on
manumission, bans on the use of firearms by slaves, the death penalty for involvement in a conspiracy to kill a
White person, and greater threats of physical punishment. In 1741, White New Yorkers, afraid of another slave
revolt, responded to rumors and unexplained fires with the arrest of 146 enslaved Africans, the execution of 35
Blacks and four Whites, and the transport to other colonies of 70 enslaved people. Accusations were made by a
young White female indentured servant, who received £100 and her freedom in exchange for her testimony. The
joint “confessions” of two of the conspirators, Cuffee and Quaco, were made while they were awaiting being
burned to death by an angry mob. Three years after the trials and executions, a record of the “New York
Conspiracy’ was published by one of the judges in the case. Historians continue to doubt whether a slave
conspiracy ever existed. The convictions and executions are often compared with the hysteria surrounding the
Salem Witch trials of 1692. The judges report, instead of exposing the dangerous behavior of Africans in New
York, actually documents the repression of enslaved Africans, the failure of the legal system, social conditions in
the city, and the ways these factors contributed to a deadly offical conspiracy against the city’s Black population.

In this 3-4 day lesson (there is also an abbreviated two page activity sheet designed for a one day lesson),
students reenact the New York Slave Conspiracy Trial. They will analyze what actually happened to those accused
of a slave conspiracy. Students will have the opportunity to experience the “fever” that struck New York City in
1741 and see how the courts, regulated by White citizens, denied legal rights to the accused. As a concluding
activity, they will write an editorial in which they state their own opinion of the case. Teachers might also want
students to compare/contrast the slave conspiracy trial with the Salem Witch Trials.
DO NOW: Read Part 1. The Setting in New York.
MOTIVATION: When you hear a rumor do you believe it? Why? How do you determine whether it is true?
ACTIVITIES:
1. Examine the chronology of events leading up to the Slave Conspiracy Trials and the image of the 1741

execution. Read and discuss the introduction to the New York City Slave Conspiracy Trial. Make sure they are
familiar with and understand the questions: Did a slave conspiracy ever exist in 1741? And, if so, would it have
been justified? In the end, was the court justified? Why or why not?

2. Teams will research roles using documents and testimonies from the actual trial for their team and prepare
opening and closing arguments, questions and testimony. Packages 7 and 9 are designed for more academically
advanced students. Packages 8 and 10 are designed for students performing below average.

3. The class will reenact the trial. Judge and Jury will deliver verdicts and a justification for the verdicts. Students
will analyze the actual verdicts of the trial.

HOMEWORK/APPLICATION: Students will complete either of the following: 1. Pretend that you are an editor
of a New York City Newspaper. Write a Op-Ed piece in which you explain what happened at the trial and what
your opinion is on the verdicts. 2. Write an editorial in which you compare/contrast the events that occurred in the
slave conspiracy trial to events that occurred in the Salem Witch Trials.
Lesson developed by Kerri Creegan

http://www.yale.edu/glc/archive/912.htm;
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/part1/1p286.html;
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-
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The New York City Slave Conspiracy Trial (1741)
Sources: http://www.yale.edu/glc/archive/912.htm; http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/part1/1p286.html;

http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/r?ammem/llst:@field(DOCID+@lit(gcmisclst0063div5)

Part I - Do Now: The Setting in New York (Background Information). Examine the three documents, then
answer the questions that follow.
1. Slavery in New York City in the first half of the eighteenth century created a potentially explosive situation. The
city had a large population of enslaved Africans. In 1737, 16 percent of the 10,664 inhabitants of New York County
(Manhattan Island), were of African ancestory. Conditions were very different from plantation life in the South and
the Caribbean. Meetings between enslaved people were relatively easy and unsupervised and slaves and free Blacks
and White worked and lived in close proximity. The governors of the city lived in continuous fear of fire, attack by
the enemies of England, a slave insurrection, or some combination of all three. In 1712, Black rebels were accused
of setting fire to a building in the middle of the city and attacking White colonists who tried to extinguish the blaze.
Nine Whites were shot, stabbed, or beaten to death and another six were wounded. Militia units from New York
and Westchester and soldiers from a nearby fort captured twenty-seven rebels. Six captives took their own lives and
the others were executed. The uprising led to a series of new legal restrictions on the rights of enslaved Africans in
New York City. They included limits on their ability to meet, restrictions on manumission, bans on the use of
firearms by slaves, the death penalty for involvement in a conspiracy to kill a White person, and greater threats of
physical punishment.

2. Events Leading up the 1741 New York City Slave Conspiracy Trials
1702 New York enacts an elaborate slave code. It is revised in 1708, 1709, 1712, 1730 and 1731.
1712 Rebellion of enslaved Africans in ends with the execution of 21 people for “petty treason.”
1731-1737 Enslaved Africans are suspected of joining gangs of criminals and starting a crime wave.

3. 1741. Execution. Engraving of slave being burned
at the stake in 1741, courtesy of the Picture
Collection, The New York Public Library, Astor,
Lenox, and Tilden Foundations.

Questions:
1. Describe, in your own words, what happened in

New York City in 1712.
2. What information is missing from this story? In

other words, what might help you better to
understand what actually happened in New York
City, on that day, in 1712? Why might some of this
information not be “on the record”?

3. What rights of enslaved Africans were restricted
after the fire of 1712?

4. Which restriction do you think is the most unjust?
5. What effect do you think these new legal restrictions

will have on the city of New York and its residents?
6. Describe what is happening in the engraving.
7. Why do you think executions such as this occurred

in a public place?

http://www.yale.edu/glc/archive/912.htm;
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/part1/1p286.html;
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/r?ammem/llst:@field(DOCID+@lit(gcmisclst0063div5)
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Part II  Introduction to the New York City Slave Conspiracy Trial
In 1741, White New Yorkers feared that another slave revolt would soon take place. During this time, they
were hearing rumors that a slave revolt would take place. In addition, the city was dealing with several
unexplained fires. Fearful that the events that took place in 1712 would occur again, White authorities arrested
and tried in court approximately 200 “conspirators.” It will be your job, to reenact the trial and to answer the
following question: Did a slave conspiracy ever exist? And if so, would it have been justified? Why or why
not?

Part III –Roles to be played in the New York City Slavery Conspiracy Court Case
You will be assigned a role to play.  Your group will work together to read the documents assigned to your
group and will gather evidence from the documents.  Also, your group may prepare further testimony to what
actually happened in the trial.

Group 1

Justice Frederick Philipse  Made charge to the Grand Jury.

Justice Daniel Horsmaden Published record of the case 3 years after the case.Judges

Third Justice

Groups 2 and 3

Jury 12 members   Make students aware that juries consisted of all White
citizens.

Group 4

Defense
Attorneys

Number based on class
size.

Team to defend Caesar and Prince

Caesar Enslaved African owned by a baker named John Varick
Arrested for robbery of Rober Hogg’s home and store.Defendants

Prince Owned by a merchant named John Auboyneau
Arrested for robbery of Rober Hogg’s home and store.

Group 5

Defense
Attorneys

Number based on class
size

Team to defend the Hughson Family and Peggy Kerry

John Hughson Innkeeper, owner of Mary Burton (Indentured Servant)
Accused of involvement in criminal activities with enslaved
Africans
Arrested for receiving and selling stolen goods

Defendants

Sarah Hughson Married to John Hughson
Accused of involvement in criminal activities with enslaved
Africans
Arrested for receiving and selling stolen goods
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Daughter of Hughson’s
(Sarah)

Accused of involvement in criminal activities with enslaved
Africans
Arrested for receiving and selling stolen goods
Testifies against John Ury in exchange for a pardon.

Margaret (Peggy Kerry)
Sorubiero

Accused of involvement in criminal activities with enslaved
Africans along with the Hughson family.

Group 6

Defense
Attorneys

Number based on class
size

Team to defend Cuffee and Quaco

Defendants
Cuffee Enslaved African owned by Adolph Philipse

Accused of arson with Quaco
Attempts to confess before being executed by an angry mob.

Quaco Enslaved African owned by John Roosevelt
Accused of arson with Cuffee
Attempts to confess before being executed by an angry mob.

Group 7

Defense
Attorneys

Number based on class
size

Team to defend John Ury

Defendants
John Ury Tried for participation in the slave conspiracy and as a secret

Catholic priest and agent of the Spanish Government.
Group 8

New York
City

Attorneys

Based on class size Team to represent Robert Hogg and try Caesar and Prince

Plaintiffs
Robert Hogg Owner of house and shop that was allegedly robbed by Caesar

and Prince on Feb. 28

Group 9

New York
City

Attorneys

Based on class size Team to represent Mary Barton and Bastian and try the
Hughson family and Peggy Kerry

Witnesses Mary Burton Indentured servant of master and innkeeper John Hughson
Paid for her testimony on the robbery and slave conspiracy
(that includes the involvement of the Hughson family and
Peggy Kerry) and is released from her indenture for testifying
in the case.

Bastian Confessed participant in the slave conspiracy.  Rode on James
Favieres ship to the West Indies.  Was questioned by Favieres
about his knowledge of the slave conspiracy.

Group 10

New York
City

Attorneys

Based on class size Team to question Cuffee and Quaco
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Part IV – Background to the Trial (All groups)- Mr. Justice Philipse’s Charge to the Grand Jury:
The many frights and terrors which the good people of this city have of late been put into, by repeated and

unusual fires, and burning of houses, give us too much room to suspect, that some of them at least, did not proceed
from mere chance, or common accidents; but on the contrary, from the premeditated malice and wicked pursuits of
evil and designing persons; and therefore, it greatly behoves us to use our utmost diligence, by all lawful ways and
means to discover the contrivers and perpetrators of such daring and flagitious undertakings: that, upon conviction,
they may receive condign punishment. . . .
I am told there are several prisoners now in jail, who have been committed by the city magistrates, upon suspicion

of having been concerned in some of the late fires; and others, who under pretence of assisting the unhappy
sufferers, by saving their goods from the flames, for stealing, or receiving them. This indeed, is adding
affliction to the afflicted, and is a very great aggravation of such crime. . .
This crime is of so shocking a nature, that if we have any in this city, who, having been guilty thereof, should

escape, who can say he is safe, or tell where it will end? . . .
My charge, gentlemen, further is, to present all conspiracies, combinations, and other offences, from treasons

down to trespasses; and in your inquiries, the oath you, and each of you have just now taken will, I am persuaded,
be your guide, and I pray God to direct and assist you in the discharge of your duty.

Timeline: Caesar and Prince – Accused of Robbing Robert Hogg
February 28 A robbery was committed at the house and shop of New York City merchant Robert Hogg.

Linen, Spanish silver coins, and other goods for a total value of £60 was reported missing.
March 2 Enslaved Africans Caesar (owned by a baker named John Varick) and Prince (owned by a

merchant named John Auboyneau) were arrested for the robbery.
May 1 Caesar and Prince are tried and court makes its decision.
June 1-July 26 109 more enslaved Africans are indicted and arraigned for trial. An additional 33 enslaved

Africans are jailed but not brought to trial. 72 of these enslaved Africans eventually confess to
involvement in the “conspiracy.” Of these 142 enslaved Africans, 13 were burned at the stake,
18 were hanged and 70 were transported (sold to owners in another colony).

November 11 Mary Burton is paid for her testimony on the robbery is released from her indenture.

Timeline: The Hughson Family and Margaret (Peggy Kerry) Sorubiero
March 4 Mary Burton, an indentured servant, testified about the involvement of her master, innkeeper

John Hughson, his wife and daughter, and Peggy Kerry, in criminal activities with enslaved
Africans.

March 18 - April 6 There are a series of suspicious fires in New York City. Arson is suspected.
April 6 John Hughson and his family are arrested and charged with receiving and selling stolen goods.

Also arrested is Cuffee, an enslaved African owned by Adolph Philipse.
April 11 Government officials believe a conspiracy of enslaved Africans is behind the fires. They offer

a reward to information.
April 14 A grand jury is convened to hear testimony on the suspected conspiracy and arson cases.
April 22 Mary Burton testifies before the grand jury on the slave conspiracy.
May 6 John and Sarah Hughson and Margaret (Peggy Kerry) Sorubiero are tried for receiving stolen

goods. The daughter of John and Sarah Hughson is arrested.
May 12 John and Sarah Hughson and Margaret (Peggy Kerry) Sorubiero are charged with

participating in the slave conspiracy.
May 22 A series of “informants” confess and testify to the grand jury on the conspiracy. They include

enslaved Africans Sandy (owned by Thomas Niblet) and Fortune (owned by John Wilkins).
Sandy is transported to Hispaniola. Fortune is transported to Madeira.

June 1-July 26 109 more enslaved Africans are indicted and arraigned for trial. An additional 33 enslaved
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Africans are jailed but not brought to trial. 72 of these enslaved Africans eventually confess to
involvement in the “conspiracy.” Of these 142 enslaved Africans, 13 were burned at the stake,
18 were hanged and 70 were transported (sold to owners in another colony).

June 8 John and Sarah Hughson, their daughter Sarah, and Margaret (Peggy Kerry) Sorubiero are
tried for participating in the slave conspiracy.

November 11 Mary Burton is paid for her testimony on the slave conspiracy and is released from her
indenture.

Cuffee and Quaco  Accused of Arson and Conspiracy
March 18 - April 6 There are a series of suspicious fires in New York City. Arson is suspected.
May 29 Enslaved Africans Quaco (owned by John Roosevelt) and Cuffee (owned by Adolph Philipse)

are tried and convited of arson.
May 30 Quaco and Cuffee attempt to confess in order to save their lives but they are burned at the

stake when a mob demands their execution.

John Ury  Accused of Conspiracy
June 1-July 26 109 more enslaved Africans are indicted and arraigned for trial. An additional 33 enslaved

Africans are jailed but not brought to trial. 72 of these enslaved Africans eventually confess to
involvement in the “conspiracy.” Of these 142 enslaved Africans, 13 were burned at the stake,
18 were hanged and 70 were transported (sold to owners in another colony).

July 29 John Ury is tried for participation in the slave conspiracy and as a secret Catholic priest. Sarah
Hughson (daughter) testifies against Ury in exchange for a pardon.

August 15 John Ury is hanged to death.

Part V – The Trial Testimony: Read the documents assigned to your group in order to prepare your opening
and closing arguments and testimony.

1. Testimony by Mary Burton against Caesar and Prince (Groups 4, 8 and 9)
That Prince and Caesar brought the things of which they had robbed Mr. Hogg, to her master, John Hughson’s

house, and that they were handed in through the window, Hughson, his wife, and Peggy receiving them, about two
or three o’clock on a Sunday morning. That Caesar, prince, and Mr. Philipse’s negro man (Cuffee) used to meet
frequently at her master’s house, and that she had heard them (the negroes) talk frequently of burning the fort; and
that they would go down to the Fly and burn the whole town; and that her master and mistress said, they would aid
and assist them as much as they could.

That in their common conversation they used to say, that when all this was done, Caesar should be governor,
and Hughson, her master, should be king. That Cuffee used to say, that a great many people had too much, and
others too little; that his old master had a great deal of money, but that, in a short time, he should have less, and that
he (Cuffee) should have more.

That at the same time when the things of which Mr. Hogg was robbed, were brought to her master’s house, they
brought some indigo and bees wax, which was likewise received by her master and mistress. That at the meetings
of the three aforesaid negroes, Caesar, Prince and Cuffee, at her master’s house, they used to say, in their
conversations, that when they set fire to the town, they would do it in the night, and as the white people came to
extinguish it, they would kill and destroy them. That she has known at times, seven or eight guns in her master’s
house, and some swords, and that she has seen twenty or thirty negroes at one time in her master’s house; and that
at such large meetings, the three aforesaid negroes, Cuffee, Prince and Caesar, were generally present, and most
active, and that they used to say, that the other negroes durst not refuse to do what they commanded them, and they
were sure that they had a number sufficient to stand by them.

That Hughson (her master) and her mistress used to threaten, that if she, the deponent, ever made mention of
the goods stolen from Mr. Hogg, they would poison her; and the negroes swore, if ever she published, or discovered
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the design of burning the town, they would burn her whenever they met her. That she never saw any white person
in company when they talked of burning the town, but her master, her mistress, and Peggy.

2. Testimony of Caesar, Prince and Robert Hogg - Student teams can make questions and testimony for Caesar,
Prince and Robert Hogg to argue their side of the case.

3. The Confessions of Cuffee and Quaco (Groups 6 &10)
That Hughson was the first contriver of the whole plot, and promoter of it; which was to burn the houses of the

town; Cuffee said, to kill the people. That Hughson brought in first Caesar, Varack’s; then Prince, Auboyneau’s;
Cuffee, Philipse’s; and others, amongst whom were old Kip’s Negro; Robin, Chambers’; Cuffee, Gomez’s; Jack,
Codweis’s, and another short Negro, that cooks for him.

That he (Quaco) did fire the fort; that it was by a lighted stick taken .out of the servant’s hall, about eight
o’clock at night; that he went up the back stairs with it, and so through Barbara’s room, and put it near the gutter,
betwixted the shingles and the roof of the house.

That on Sunday afternoon, a month before the firing of the fort, over a bowl of punch, the confederates at
Hughson’s (amongst whom were the confederates above named, Albany and Tickle, alias Will, Jack and Cook,
Comfort’s; old Butchell, Caesar, and Guy, Horsfield’s; Tom, Van Rant’s; Caesar, Peck’s; Worcester, and others
voted him, (Quaco), as having a wife in the fort, to be the person who should fire the fort; Sandy and Jack,
Codweis’s; Caesar and Guy, Horsfield’s; were to assist him in it.

That Hughson desired the Negroes to bring to his house what they could get from the fire, and Hughson was to
bring down country people in his boat to further the business, and would bring in other Negroes. That forty or fifty
to his knowledge were concerned, but their names could not recollect. (The mob pressing and interrupting.)

That Cuffee, Gomez’s; and Caesar, Peck’s, fired Vant Zant’s storehouse. That Mary Burton had spoke the
truth, and could name many more. Fortune, Wilkins’s, and Sandy, had done the same; and Sandy could name the
Spaniards, and say much more, which Cuffee particularly con- firmed.

Being asked what view Hughson had in acting in this manner? he answered, to make himself rich.
That after the fire was over, Quaco was at Hughson’s house, Jack, Comfort’s, a leading man, Hughson, wife,

and daughter present, and said the job was done, meaning the fire; that he went frequently to Hughson’s house, and
met there Tickle and Albany.

Quaco said his wife was no ways concerned, for he never would trust her with it; and that Denby knew nothing
about the matter. Jamaica, Ellis’s not concerned that he knew of, but was frequently at Hughson’s with his fiddle.
Said he was not sworn by Hughson, but others were.

4. Mary Burton’s Deposition Against John Hughson, March 4, 1741 (Groups 5 & 9)
Mary Burton, of the city of New-York, Spinster, aged about sixteen years, being sworn, deposed, That about

two o’clock on Sunday morning last, a negro man who goes by the name of John Gwin (or Quin) came to the house
of John Hughson, the deponent’s master, and went in at the window where one Peggy lodges, where he lay all
night. That in the morning she saw some speckled linen in the said Peggy’s room; that the said negro then gave the
deponent two pieces of silver, and bid Peggy cut off an apron of the linen and give to the deponent, which she did
accordingly. That at the same time the said negro bought a pair of white stockings from her master, for which he
was to give six shillings; that the said negro had two mugs of punch, for which, and the stockings, he gave her
master a lump of silver. That her master and mistress saw the linen the same morning. That soon after Mr. Mills
came to inquire for one John Quin, a soldier, who he said, had robbed Mr. Hogg of some speckled linen, silver, and
other things. That after Mr. Mills was gone, her mistress hid the linen in the garret; and soon after some officers
came and searched the house; and when they were gone and found nothing, her mistress took the linen from the
place she had before hid it in, and hid it under the stairs. That the night before last, her master and mistress gave the
said linen to her mistress’s motherwho carried it away. That yesterday morning, one John Romme was at her
master’s house, and she heard him say to her master, if you will be true to me, I will be true to you; and her master
answered, I will, and will never betray you. That the said negro usually slept with the said Peggy, which her master
and mistress knew of.



Section 3

New York and Slavery: Complicity and Resistance                                                                                                 Gateway to the City

125

5. Testimony of the Hughson Family and Peggy Kerry - Students should write testimony and questions for John
and Sarah Hughson and Peggy Kerry to argue their side of the case.

6. Testimony of Bastian March 19, 1742.
I am now being transported and the governor will pardon me for my crime, whereas many of my associates

have suffered death. I have been asked to tell of all I know of the affair concerning the Hughson family from
beginning to end. The first person to introduce me to the Hughson’s was Caesar, belonging to my master. The first
time I was at the Hughson’s, Hughson himself filled me a bumper of liquor, and after having drank it, I found
myself quite intoxicated; but I remember he brought me a book, and bid me lay my hand on it, and bid me swear,
and told me if I refused it he would kill me upon the spot, finding myself in so great a stress, to save my life I took
the oath. I don’t know what book it was, but by its make I thought it looked like those books you call bibles.
Hughson made me stand to swear by lightning and thunder, and by hell flames, that I would set fire to whatever I
came across, and destroy as many whites as I could. He promised to make us all free. Many Negroes resorted at the
Hughson’s. I have been there many a time when I have told fifteen, often twenty, and sometimes thirty negroes. We
always had a good supper and never wanted for liquor. The night after the fort burnt, we were a jolly company, and
had a fine supper prepared for us, and seemed all of us to be well pleased with our late good success. You may ask,
“how could Hughson, who was but a poor man, support so great an expense at his house? there were suppers every
night for you all, candles and many other things, the charge of which must have been very great; this goes beyond
my comprehension; for you know the person who wrote so much must have had lights to see; I say I do not know
how he did to support all that charge!” But, the negroes brought what they could steal to him; the white man you
speak of was short sighted, and never wrote or read without spectacles.

7. Testimony of Sarah Hughson Against John Ury in return for a Pardon (Groups 7 & 9)
I know him, and have often seen him at my father’s, late in last fall chiefly: I have seen him there at nights in

company with negroes, when they have been talking of burning the town and killing the white people. I have seen
him make a ring with chalk on the floor, which he made the negroes stand round and put their left foot in, and he
swore them with a cross in his hand, to burn and destroy the town, and to cut their master’s and mistress’s throats.
He swore Bastian, Vaarck’s Caesar, Auboyneau’s Prince, and Walter’s Quack: he swore them to keep secret, not to
discover him or any body else, if they were to die for it. I have heard Ury, and the negroes, talk of burning the fort;
and he said, if that did not do they were to begin at the east end of the town, with a strong easterly wind, and that
would go through the whole town. He asked me to swear to the plot, and said that I should have all my sins
forgiven, if I kept all secret; and he swore me on an English book, and my parents and Peggy were by; and he swore
Peggy too; and I heard him tell her, that all the sins which she had committed should be forgiven her; and he told
her, that priests could forgive sins as well as God, if they would follow their directions. That he used to christen
negroes there; he christened Caesar, Quack, and other negroes, crossed them on the face, had water and other
things; and he told them he would absolve them from all their sins.

8. Mary Burton’s Testimony Against John Ury, July 29, 1741
Why I have seen Ury very often at Hughson’s about Christmas and new-year, and then he stayed away about a

fortnight or three weeks, and returned again about the time that Hogg’s goods came to our house. I have often seen
him in company with Hughson, his wife and daughter, and Peggy, and several negroes, talking about the plot,
burning the fort first, then the fly, and then the dock; and upon some of the negroes saying they were afraid of being
damned for being concerned in the plot, I heard Ury tell them they need not fear doing of it, for that he could
forgive them their sins as well as God Almighty, and would forgive them. They were to burn the whole town and to
kill the people: Ury was to be captain of a company of negroes, and he was to begin the fire where he lodged; that
when they were once together above stairs, Ury, Hughson, his wife and Peggy, they called Mary, and I went up, but
when I came up stairs, Ury had a book in his hand, and bid me go away, and asked me what business I had there,
and said they did not call me, they called Mary Hughson, and he was angry and shut the door too again, and I
looked under it, and there was a black ring upon the floor, and things in it that seemed to look like rats, I don’t
know what they were. - That another time I heard him talking with the negroes, Quack and others, about the plot,
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and turned the negroes out of the room, and asked me to swear? and I said I would swear if they would tell me what
I was going to swear, but they would have me swear first; and Hughson and his wife went and fetched silks and
gold rings, and offered them to me in case I would swear, but I would not, and they said I was a fool; and Ury the
told me he could forgive sins as well as God, I answered I thought if was out of his power. That one night, some
time about new-year, I was listening at the door of the room upon the stairs, where there was Ury, Hughson, his
wife and daughter Sarah, Vaarck’s Caesar, Auboyneau’s Prince, Philipse’s Cuff and other negroes; and I looked
through the door and saw up-on the table a black thing like a child, and Ury had a book in his hand and was read-
ing, but I did not understand the language; and having a spoon in my hand, I happened to let it drop upon the floor,
and Ury came out of the room, running after me down stairs, and he fell into a tub of water which stood at the foot
of the stairs, and I ran away. When they were doing any thing extraordinary at nights, they would send me to bed.

9. Testimony of Bastian March 19, 1742.
At the meetings at the Hughson’s, there was a little man who was a stranger to me. He was far from being a tall

man, but short, very lean, and a pale visage, nor was he old, his place was at the upper end of the table; he often
encouraged us to remain firm like men in our designs, he read and wrote a great deal. I have seen him take the
names of the negroes down, from time to time, by way of list. I do not know that he was a priest; but he used to
exhort us like a minister, to continue stedfast in our intentions, and used to throw his hands about like a preacher;
and he said to us at the meeting at Hughson’s the second night after the fort was burnt, now God has prospered us
in the beginning in burning the fort, and we need not fear; we must be resolute and proceed in the work, and no
doubt God will prosper us in all; that the town was too much alarmed at present, but they must go on when the fine
weather came, that they (the negroes) need not fear, he would forgive them their sins if they kept true to their
engagements, and by-and-by the Spaniards would come, and then they should be free. I have been told by some
negroes of our company, that the little man had baptized them. We agreed to burn the English Church last winter,
but this man opposed it, and advised us to stay till spring, when there would be a larger congregation. We had
combustibles prepared by doctor Harry, made up into balls, which we were to set fire to and throw them upon the
roof of the church, which sticking fast would set fire to the shingles; after which, guarding the doors, we were to let
none pass, but destroy them all in the church with our fire arms, for we had a great number of them at Hughson’s.

When the plot began to come to light, Hughson to secure himself, had them all thrown into the river, before that
they were hid in a hole in the cellar.

10. John Ury’s Response to Testimony at his Trial
It is very incongruous to reason to think that I can have any hand or be any way concerned in this plot, if these

things be duly weighed: that after the discovery of the conspiracy and the execution of many for it, that I should act
such a lunatics part if I were guilty as to continue in this city. . . . [T]he negro who confessed as it is said that he set
fire to the fort did not mention me in all his confession doubtless he would not have neglected and passed over such
a person as I am said to be namely a priest . . . .[N]either Huson (Hughson), his wife nor the creature that was
hanged with them and all that have been put to death since did not once name me . . . . I fear all this trouble of mine
springs from and is grounded upon, the apprehensions of my being a Roman priest, and therefore must be a plotter
some believing there can be no mischief in a country but a priest (if there) must be in it

11. The Last Speech of John Ury
Fellow Christians - I am now going to suffer a death attended with ignominy and pain; but it is the cup that my

heavenly father has put into my hand, and I drink it with pleasure. . . . I lift up my hands and solemnly protest I am
innocent of what is laid to my charge: I appeal to the great God for my non-knowledge of Hewson (Hughson), his
wife, or the creature that was hanged with them, I never saw them living, dying, or dead; nor never had I any
knowledge or confederacy with white or black as to any plot: and upon the memorials of the body and blood of my
dearest lord, in the creatures of bread and wine, in which I have commemorated the love of my dying lord, I protest
that the witnesses are perjured; I never knew the perjured witnesses but at my trial. . . . .

And now, a word of advice to you, spectators: behold me launching into eternity; seriously, solemnly view me,
and ask yourselves severally, how stands the case with me? die I must: am I prepared to meet my Lord when the
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midnight cry is echoed forth? . . . Oh, sinners! trifle no longer; consider life hangs on a thread; here to-day and gone
to-morrow; forsake your sins ere ye be forsaken forever: hearken, now is God awfully calling you to repent,
warning you by me, his minister and prisoner, to embrace Jesus, to take, to lay hold on him for your alone saviour,
in order to escape the wrath to come; no longer delay, seeing the summons may come before ye are aware, and you
standing before the bar of a God who is a consuming fire out of the Lord Jesus Christ, should be hurled, be doomed
to that place, where their worm dies not, and their fire is never to be quenched.

Part VI – Conclusion to the “Student Mock Trial”
Students may add testimony and questions for any person or persons involved in the case. When the testimony is
finished, sentencing by the Jury should occur. Students should:
a. Decide whether the defendants are guilty or innocent.
b. Decide on punishments for crimes in which the defendants were found guilty.
c. Write a reason for each verdict.

Part VII – What actually happened?
In 1741, White New Yorkers, afraid of another slave revolt, responded to rumors and unexplained fires with the

arrest of 146 enslaved Africans, the execution of 35 Blacks and four Whites, and the transport to other colonies of
70 enslaved people. The most serious accusations were made by a young White female indentured servant, who
received £100 and her freedom in exchange for her testimony. The joint “confessions” of two of the conspirators,
Cuffee and Quaco, were made while they were awaiting being burned to death by an angry mob. Three years after
the trials and executions (1744), a record of the “New York Conspiracy” was published by Daniel Horsmaden, one
of the judges in the case. Historians continue to doubt whether a slave conspiracy ever existed. The convictions and
executions are often compared with the hysteria surrounding the Salem, Massachusetts Witch trials of 1692.
Horsmaden’s report, instead of exposing the dangerous behavior of Africans in New York, actually documents the
repression of enslaved Africans, the failure of the legal system, social conditions in the city, and the ways these
factors contributed to a deadly offical conspiracy against the city’s Black population.

Document 1. The Sentencing of Caesar and Prince
You, Caesar and Prince, the grand jury having found two indictments against each of you, for feloniously

stealing and taking away from Mr. Hogg, and Mr. Meyers Cohen, sundry goods of considerable value. To these
indictments you severally pleaded not guilty; and for your trials put yourselves upon God and the country; which
country having found you guilty, it now only remains for the court to pronounce that judgment which the law
requires, and the nature of your crimes deserve.

But before I proceed to sentence, I must tell you, that you have been proceeded against in the same manner as
any white man, guilty of your crimes, would have been. You had not only the liberty of sending for your witnesses;
asking them such questions as you thought proper; but likewise making the best defence you could; and as you have
been convicted by twelve honest men upon their oaths, so the just judgement of God has at length overtaken you.

I have great reason to believe, that the crimes you now stand convicted of, are not the least of those you have
been concerned in; for by your general characters you have been very wicked fellows, hardened sinners, and ripe,
as well as ready, for the most enormous and daring enterprizes, especially you, Caesar, and as the time you have yet
to live is to be but very short, I earnestly advise and exhort both of you to employ it in the most diligent and best
manner you can, by confessing your sins, repenting sincerely of them, and praying God of his infinite goodness to
have mercy on your souls: and as God knows the secrets of your hearts, and cannot be cheated or imposed upon, so
you must shortly give an account to him, and answer for all your actions; and depend upon it, if you do not truly
repent before you die, there is a hell to punish the wicked eternally.

And as it is not in your powers to make full restitution for the many injuries you have done the public; so I
advise both of you to do all that in you is, to prevent further mischiefs, by discovering such persons as have been
concerned with you, in designing or endeavouring to burn this city, and to destroy its inhabitants. This I am fully
persuaded is in your power to do if you will; if so, and you do not make such discovery, be assured God almighty
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will punish you for it, though we do not: therefore I advise you to consider this well, and I hope both of you will tell
the truth.

And now, nothing further remains for me to say, but that you Caesar, and you Prince, are to be taken hence to
the place whence you came, and from thence to the place of execution, and there you, and each of you, are to be
hanged by the neck until you be dead. And I pray the Lord to have mercy on your souls. Ordered, that their
execution be on Monday next, the eleventh day of this instant, between the hours of nine and one of the same day.
And further ordered that after the execution of the said sentence, the body of Caesar be hung in chains.

Document 2: A Chronology of Events
May 1 Caesar and Prince are tried and convicted of burglary.
May 6 John and Sarah Hughson and Margaret (Peggy Kerry) Sorubiero are tried and convicted

of receiving stolen goods. The daughter of John and Sarah Hughson is arrested.
May 8 Caesar and Prince are sentenced to death.
May 11 Caesar and Prince are hanged to death.
May 12 John and Sarah Hughson and Margaret (Peggy Kerry) Sorubiero are charged with

participating in the slave conspiracy.
May 22 A series of “informants” confess and testify to the grand jury on the conspiracy. They

include enslaved Africans Sandy (owned by Thomas Niblet) and Fortune (owned by
John Wilkins). Sandy is transported to Hispaniola. Fortune is transported to Madeira.

May 29 Enslaved Africans Quaco (owned by John Roosevelt) and Cuffee (owned by Adolph
Philipse) are tried and convicted of arson.

May 30 Quaco and Cuffee attempt to confess in order to save their lives but they are burned at
the stake when a mob demands their execution.

June 1-July 26 109 more enslaved Africans are indicted and arraigned for trial. An additional 33
enslaved Africans are jailed but not brought to trial. 72 of these enslaved Africans
eventually confess to involvement in the “conspiracy.” Of these 142 enslaved Africans,
13 were burned at the stake, 18 were hanged and 70 were transported (sold to owners in
another colony).

June 8 John and Sarah Hughson, their daughter Sarah, and Margaret (Peggy Kerry) Sorubiero
are convicted of participating in the slave conspiracy.

June 12 John and Sarah Hughson, and Margaret (Peggy Kerry) Sorubiero are executed for
participating in the slave conspiracy. The sentence of John and Sarah Hughson’s
daughter Sarah is postponed.

August 15 John Ury is hanged to death.
November 11 Mary Burton is paid for her testimony on the robbery and slave conspiracy and is

released from her indenture.

Questions
1. What were Caesar and Prince convicted of? What was their punishment? Do you think this was just? Why?
2. What was the Hughson Family and Peggy Kerry convicted of? What was their punishment? Do you think this
was just? Why?
3. What happened to Fortune and Sandy? Do you think it was fair? Why or why not?
4. What happened to John Ury? Why do you think this was his fate?
5. What happened to Mary Burton and Sarah Hughson? Do you think this should have happened? Why or why not?
6. How many enslaved Africans (total) were arrested and accused of being part of the slave conspiracy? How many
confessed? Why might they have confessed?
7. What were the punishments for the enslaved Africans who were suspected of taking part in the slave conspiracy?
8. How many enslaved Africans were deported? How many were executed? How many were neither deported nor

executed?
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9. The New York City Slave Conspiracy Trial (1741)

Part A: Introduction to the New York City Slave Conspiracy Trial
In 1741, white New Yorkers fear that another slave revolt would soon take place. During this time, they were

hearing rumors that a slave revolt would take place. In addition, the city was deal with several unexplained fires.
Fearful that the events took place in 1712 would occur again, white authorities arrested and tried in court
approximately 200 “conspirators.”

Part B: Background to the Trial: Mr. Justice Frederick Philipse’s Charge to the Grand Jury:
The many frights and terrors which the good people of this city have of late been put into, by repeated and

unusual fires, and burning of houses, give us too much room to suspect, that some of them at least, did not proceed
from mere chance, or common accidents; but on the contrary, from the premeditated malice and wicked pursuits of
evil and designing persons; and therefore, it greatly behoves us to use our utmost diligence, by all lawful ways and
means to discover the contrivers and perpetrators of such daring and flagitious undertakings: that, upon conviction,
they may receive condign punishment….

I am told there are several prisoners no in jail, who have been committed by the city magistrates, upon
suspicion of having been concerned in some of the late fire; and others, who under pretence of assisting the
unhappy sufferers, by saving their goods from the flames, for stealing, or receiving them.  This indeed, is adding
afflication to the afflicted, and is a very great aggravation of such crime…

This crime is of so shocking a nature, that if we have any in this city, who, having been  guilty thereof, should
escape, who can say he is safe, or tell where will it end?…

My charge, gentlemen, further is, to present all conspiracies, combinations, and other offenses, from treasons
down to trespasses; and in your inquiries, the oath you, and each of you have just now taken will, I am persuaded,
be your guide, and I pray God to direct and assist you in the discharge of your duty.

Questions:
1. What is the major problem being discussed here?
2. In your opinion, do you think this is going to be a fair trial? Why or why not?

Part C: Timeline: Caesar and Prince – Accused of Robbing Robert Hogg
February 28 A robbery was committed at the house & shop of New York City merchant Robert

Hogg. Linen, Spanish silver coins, & other goods for a total value of 60 was reported
missing

March 2 Enslaved Africans Caesar (owned by a baker John Varick) & Prince (owned by a
merchant named John Aboyneau) were arrested for the robbery.

May 1 Caesar and Prince are tried & court makes its decision

Part D: Testimony by Mary Burton against Caesar and Prince
That Prince and Caesar brought the things of which they had robbed Mr. Hogg, to her master, John Hughson’s

house, and that they handed in through the window, Hughson, his wife, and Peggy receiving them, about two or
three o’clock on a Sunday morning. That Caesar, prince, and Mr. Philispe’s Negro man (Cuffee) used to meet
frequently at her master’s house, and that she had heard them (the Negroes) talk frequently of buring the fort’ and
that they would down to Fly and burn the whole town; and that her master and mistress said, they would aid and
assist them as much as they could.

That in their common conversation they used to say, that when all this was done, Caesar should be governor,
and Hughson, her master, should be king. That Cufee used to say, that a great many people had too much, and
others too little; that his old master had a great deal of money, but that, in a short time, he should have less, and that
he (Cuffee) should have more.
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That at the same time when the things of which Mr. Hogg was robbed, were brought to her master’s housse,
they brought some indigo and bees wax, which was likewise received  by her master and mistress. That at the
meetings of the three aforesaid Negroes, Caesar, Prince, Cuffee, at her master’s house, they used to say, in their
conversations, that when they set fire to the town, they would do it at night, and as the white people came to
extinguish it, they would kill and destroy them. That she has known at times, seven or eight guns in her master’s
house, and some swords, and that she has seen twenty or thirty Negroes at one time in her master’s house; and that
at such large meetings, the three aforesaid Negroes, Cuffee, Prince and Caesar, were generally present, and most
active, and that used to say, that the other Negroes durst not refuse to do what they commanded them, and they
were sure that they had a number sufficient to stand by them.

Questions:
1. What is the overall idea concerning her testimony?
2. In your opinion, why would Mary Burton testify before the court?

Part E: A Chronology of Events
May 1 Caesar & Prince are tried and convicted of burglary.
May 6 John & Sarah Hughson & Margaret (Peggy Kerry) Sorubiero are tried & convicted of

receiving stolen goods. The daughter of John & Sarah Hughson is arrested.
May 8 Caesar & Prince are sentenced to death.
May 11 Caesar & Prince are hanged to death.
May 12 John & Sarah Hughson & Margaret (Peggy Kerry) Sorubiero are charged with participating

in a slave conspiracy.
May 22 A series of “informants” confess & testify to the grand jury on the conspiracy
June 1-July
26

109 more enslaved Africans are indicted & arraigned for trial. An additional 33 enslaved
Africans are jailed but not brought to trial. 72 of these enslaved Africans eventually confess
to involvement in the “conspiracy”. Of these 142 enslaved Africans, 13 were burned at the
stake, 18 were hanged & 70 were transported (sold to owners in another colony).

June 8 John & Sarah Hughson, their daughter Sarah, & Margaret (Peggy Kerry) Sorubiero are
convicted of participating in the slave conspiracy.

June 12 John & Sarah Hughson & Margaret (Peggy Kerry) Sorubiero are executed for participating
in the slave conspiracy. The sentence of John & Sarah Hughson’s daughter Sarah is
postponed.

November
11

Mary Burton is paid for her testimony on the robbery and released from her indenture.

Questions:
1. What is the conspiracy that people are being arrested and put on trial for?
2. Is there any significance to Mary Burton being paid for her testimony?
3. What message was sent due to the fact that 109 enslaved Africans are eventually put on trial?
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AIM: What was the impact of the American Revolution on African Americans in New York?
Source: http://www.wsu.edu:8080/~dee/DIASPORA/REV.HTM

BACKGROUND: After the Boston Massacre, African-Americans became an active part of the American cause,
fighting at Concord, Lexington, and Bunker Hill; in all these engagements, black Americans were prominent in the
fighting. Despite this, when George Washington assumed command of the Continental Army in July, 1775, he
permanently barred the enlistment of blacks. By November, Washington had thrown all African-Americans out of
the army. It wasn't until Valley Forge and the large scale desertion of the Continental Army that Washington was
forced by circumstances to re-think his views and take African-Americans into his army. The British, meanwhile,
filled the vacuum that Washington had created by promising emancipation for all slaves who fought for England.
Washington's position towards blacks had made it clear that the individuals running the revolution were not
interested in black freedom, so the British offer literally produced a flood of African-American volunteers in the
British Army. The escaped slaves were not merely good soldiers, they were passionate soldiers who saw the British
cause as a way to rebel against their American masters. It is, of course, a great irony in history that one group of
Americans, through the blind racism of men like George Washington, would see in the British cause their own
chance for revolution against oppressive masters.

DO NOW: Examine document 1 and 2, Paul Revere’s Broadside after the Boston Massacre and the Missing
Passage from the Declaration of Independence. What feelings are stimulated by the image of the Boston Massacre?
Crispus Attucks, an African American, is considered the first American to die in the War for Independence. Why is
his participation in the battle surprising? Why do you think he fought?

MOTIVATION: Why was the American Revolution fought? In your opinion, why was the Missing Passage
removed from the Declaration of Independence? Do you there is a contradiction between thye goals of the
revolution and the reality of America as a slave society? How could this happen?

ACTIVITIES:
1. Complete Do Now and discuss
2. Read Documents and answer questions
3. Discuss the British and Colonial policies on emancipation of slaves and escape of African Americans.

HOMEWORK/APPLICATION:
Students will complete one of the following:
1. Pretend you are a British Officer.  Write a letter to George Washington in response to his request to return
evacuated African-Americans.
2. Write a newspaper article describing what is happening to enslaved Africans who escape to the British lines in
New York City.
3. Create an advertisement (either for the Colonials or the British) to recruit African American soldiers to your side.

Lesson developed by Kerri Creegan

http://www.wsu.edu:8080/~dee/DIASPORA/REV.HTM
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1. (Left) Paul Revere's Broadside after the Boston Massacre in
1770. An African American sailor named Crispus Attucks is
considered the first American to die in the War for Independence.
www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/part2/ images/2cris2378b.jpg

2. The original draft of the Declaration of Independence
condemened King George for permitting the trans-Atlantic Slave
Trade. The passage was removed from the final document.

"He has waged cruel war on human nature itself, violating its
most sacred rights of life and liberty in the persons of a distant
people who never offended him, captivating and carrying them
into slavery in another hemisphere, or to incur miserable death in
their transportation thither."

3. Letter from Alexander Hamilton to John Jay, President of the Continental Congress, March 14, 1779.
Source: Kurland, P. and Ralph Lerner, R. ed., (1987) The Founders' Constitution, 1:527.

 “Col. Laurens, . . . is on his way to South Carolina, on a project, which I think, in the present situation of
affairs there, is a very good one and deserves every kind of support and encouragement. This is to raise two three or
four batalions of negroes; with the assistance of the government of that state. . . . I have not the least doubt, that the
negroes will make very excellent soldiers, with proper management. . . . I mention this, because I frequently hear it
objected to the scheme of embodying negroes that they are too stupid to make soldiers. This is so far from
appearing to me a valid objection that I think their want of cultivation (for their natural faculties are probably as
good as ours) joined to that habit of subordination which they acquire from a life of servitude, will make them
sooner become soldiers than our White inhabitants. Let officers be men of sense and sentiment, and the nearer the
soldiers approach to machines perhaps the better.

I foresee that this project will have to combat much opposition from prejudice and self-interest. The contempt
we have been taught to entertain for the blacks, makes us fancy many things that are founded neither in reason nor
experience; and an unwillingness to part with property of so valuable a kind will furnish a thousand arguments to
show the impracticability or pernicious tendency of a scheme which requires such a sacrifice. But it should be
considered, that if we do not make use of them in this way, the enemy probably will; and that the best way to
counteract the temptations they will hold out will be to offer them ourselves. An essential part of the plan is to give
them their freedom with their muskets. This will secure their fidelity, animate their courage, and I believe will have
a good influence upon those who remain, by opening a door to their emancipation. This circumstance, I confess,
has no small weight in inducing me to wish the success of the project; for the dictates of humanity and true policy
equally interest me in favour of this unfortunate class of men.”

Questions
1. Who is Colonel Laurens?
2. Why did Hamilton want enslaved Africans to become American soldiers?
3. In your opinion, why is there opposition to this proposal?
4. In your opinion, why would enslaved Africans being willing to fight for the Americans?

http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/part2/
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 4 . Boston King Escapes to the British Lines, 1779
Source: Hodges, G. (1999). Root & Branch, African Americans in New York & East Jersey, 1613-1863. Chapel
Hill, NC: University of North Carolina Press, 139-140.
“As I was at prayer one evening, I thought the Lord Heard Me, and would mercifully deliver me. [P]utting my
confidence in him, about one o’clock in the morning, I went down to the river side and found the guards were either
asleep or in the tavern. I instantly entered the water, but when I was a little distance from the opposite shore, I heard
the sentinels disputing among themselves. One said, I am sure I saw a man cross the river. Another replied, there is
no such thing. When I got a little distance from the shore I got down on my knees and thanked God for this deliver-
ance. I traveled until five o’clock in the morning and then concealed myself until seven o’clock at night, when I
proceeded forward thro’ brushes and marshes for fear of being discovered. When I came to the river, opposite
Staten Island, I found a boat and altho it was near a whale-boat, I ventured into it and cutting the rope, I got safe
over. The commanding officer, when informed of my case, gave me a passport and I proceeded to New York.”
Questions
1. How did Boston King escape?
2. In your opinion, why did Boston King head for New York City?

5. African Long Islanders Evacuated with British Forces, 1783
Source: Moss, R. (1993). Slavery on Long Island, p. 146.
Category Male

Children
% Other

Males
% Female

Children
% Other

Females
% Total %

Born Free 7 8.9% 8 10.1% 5 6.3% 16 20.3% 36 45.6%
Escaped 3 3.8% 7 8.9% 4 5.0% 6 7.6% 20 25.3%
Manumitted 2 2.5% 5 6.3% 1 1.2% 7 8.9% 15 18.9%
Enslaved 2 2.5% 4 5% 1 1.2% 1 1.2% 8 10.1%
Total 14 17.7% 24 30.4% 11 13.9% 30 37.9% 79 100.0%
Questions
1. How many free born Africans (total) were evacuated by British forces?
2. How many enslaved Africans (total) were evacuated?
3. How many Africans in total were evacuated?
4. What does this chart reveal about the African outlook on the Revolutionary War?

6. General George Washington Discusses the Status of Escaped Slaves, April 30, 1783
Source: John C. Fitzpatrick, Editor. The Writings of George Washington from the Original Manuscript Sources
1745-1799, Vol. 26, January 1, 1783 - June 10, 1783. Washington DC: United States Government Printing Office.
During the winter and spring of 1783, General George Washington was headquartered at Newburgh, New York.
Washington objected to British plans to evacuate formerly enslaved Africans as a violation of the provisional peace
agreement and sought to find and reacquire people he claimed as his own property. Fifty-six formerly enslaved
Africans sailed from New York to Halifax, Nova Scotia in October, 1782.
 “I transmitted the list of your Slaves to a Gentleman; a worthy active Man, of my acquaintance in New York and
requested him to use his endeavors to obtain and forward them to you. All that can be done, I am sure he will do,
but I have but little expectation that many will be recovered; several of my own are with the Enemy but I scarce
ever bestowed a thought on them; they have so many doors through which they can escape from New York, that
scarce any thing but an inclination to return, or voluntarily surrender of themselves will restore many to their
former Masters, even supposing every disposition on the part of the Enemy to deliver them.”
Questions
1. What occurred in October, 1782?
2. Why did Washington have personal interest in what had occurred?
3. What is Washington and others attempting to do?
4. Why might Washington’s actions in the Revolutionary War be considered hypocritical?


