
New York and Slavery: Complicity and Resistance                                                                                                 Gateway to the City

1786. Jupiter Hammon Argues Against Rebellion
http://etext.lib.virginia.edu/readex/20400.html
http:// www.aaregistry.com/african_american_history/405/Jupiter_Hammon_poet_pioneer

Jupiter Hammon and was the first Black poet published in the United States. He was born a slave during the
Colonial era, lived into the early 1800s, and remained a slave his entire life. Hammon belonged to the Lloyd family
of Lloyd’s Neck in Queen’s Village, Long Island. He wrote a statement on slavery addressed to the African
population of New York in 1786. It was published by the African Society in 1806. Both his poetry and his statement
to fellow enslaved Africans reflect his deep religious beliefs.
A. Respecting obedience to masters.

Now whether it is right, and lawful, in the sight of God, for them to make slaves of us or not, I am certain that
while we are slaves, it is our duty to obey our masters, in all their lawful commands, and mind them unless we are
bid to do that which we know to be sin, or forbidden in God’s word. The apostle Paul says, “Servants be obedient to
them that are your masters according to the flesh, with fear and trembling in singleness in your heart as unto
Christ.” Here is a plain command of God for us to obey our masters. It may seem hard for us, if we think our
masters wrong in holding us slaves, to obey in all things, but who of us dare dispute with God! He has commanded
us to obey, and we ought to do it cheerfully, and freely.
B. Our own peace and comfort.

This should be done by us, not only because God commands, but because our own peace and comfort depend
upon it. As we depend upon our masters, for what we eat and drink and wear, and for all our comfortable things in
this world, we cannot be happy, unless we please them. This we cannot do without obeying them freely, without
muttering or finding fault. If a servant strives to please his master and studies and takes pains to do it, I believe there
are but few masters who would use such a servant cruelly. If your master is really hard, unreasonable and cruel,
there is no way so likely for you to convince him of it, as always to obey his commands, and try to serve him, and
take care of his interest, and try to promote it all in your power.
C. Honesty and faithfulness.

It is very wicked for you not to take care of your master’s goods, but how much worse is it to pilfer and steal
from them, whenever you think you shall not be found out. This you must know is very wicked and provoking to
God.. I know that many of you endeavor to excuse yourselves, and say that you have nothing that you can call your
own, and that you are under great temptations to be unfaithful and take from your masters. But this will not do, God
will certainly punish you for stealing and for being unfaithful. All that we have to mind is our own duty. If God has
put us in bad circumstances that is not our fault and he will not punish us for it. If any are wicked in keeping us so,
we cannot help it, they must answer to God for it. Nothing will serve as an excuse to us for not doing our duty. The
same God will judge both them and us. Pray then my dear friends, fear to offend in this way, but be faithful to God,
to your masters, and to your own souls.
D. Liberty is a Great Thing

Now I acknowledge that liberty is a great thing, and worth seeking for, if we can get it honestly, and by our
good conduct, prevail on our masters to set us free. That liberty is a great thing we may know from our own
feelings, and we may likewise judge so from the conduct of the white people, in the late war. How much money has
been spent, and how many lives have been lost, to defend their liberty. I must say that I have hoped that God would
open their eyes, when they were so much engaged for liberty, to think of the state of the poor blacks, and to pity us.
He has done it in some measure, and has raised us up many friends, for which we have reason to be thankful, and to
hope in his mercy.
Heaven is a place made for those, who are born again, and who love God, and it is a place where they will be happy
forever. We live so little time in this world that it is no matter how wretched and miserable we are, if it prepares us
for heaven. What is forty, fifty, or sixty years, when compared to eternity. If we should ever get to Heaven, we shall
find nobody to reproach us for being black, or for being slaves. Let me beg of you my dear African brethren, to
think very little of your bondage in this life, for your thinking of it will do you no good. If God designs to set us
free, he will do it, in his own time, and way.


