
1852. Solomon Northup’s Wife Petitions For His Freedom (Aptheker 334-336)

A kidnapped free Negro of New York, Solomon Northup, after laboring in the deep South for
twelve years as a slave, was finally able, in 1852, to get information If his plight to his wife. She
submitted a petition on November 19, 1852, to the Governor of New York which led, in 1853, to
Northup's restitution to freedom. Mrs. Anne Northup's petition follows:
The memorial of Anne Northup, of the Village of Glens Falls, in the county of Warren, State
aforesaid, respectfully sets forth-
That your memorialist, whose maiden name was Anne Hampton, was forty-four years old on the
14th day of March last, and was married to Solomon Northup, then of Fort Edward, in the county
of Washington and State aforesaid, on the 25th day of December, A.D. 1828, by Timothy Eddy,
then a Justice of the Peace. That the said Solomon, after such marriage, lived and kept house with
your memorialist in said town until 1830, when he removed with his said family to the town of
Kingsbury in said county, and remained there about three years, and then removed to Saratoga
Springs in the State aforesaid, and continued to reside in said Saratoga Springs and the adjoining
town until about the year 1841, as near as the time can be recollected, when the said Solomon
started to go to the city of Washing- ton, in the District of Columbia, since which time your
memorialist has never seen her said husband.
And your memorialist further states, that in the year 1841 she received information by a letter
directed to Henry B. Northup, Esq., of Sandy Hill, Washington county, New- York, and post-
marked at New-Orleans, that said Solomon had been kidnapped in Washington, put on board of a
vessel, and was then in such vessel in New-Orleans, but could not tell how he came in that
situation, nor what his destination was.
That your memorialist ever since the last mentioned period has been wholly unable to obtain any
information of where the said Solomon was, until the month of September last, when another
letter was received from the said Solomon, post-marked at Marksville, in the parish of Avoyelles,
in the State of Louisiana, stating that he was held there as a slave, which statement your
memorialist believes to be true.
That the said Solomon is about forty-five years of age, and never resided out of the state of New-
York, in which State he was born, until the time he went to Washington city, as before stated.
That the said Solomon Northup is a free citizen of the State of New-York, and is now wrongfully
held in slavery, in or near Marksville, in the parish of Avoyelles, in the State of Louisiana, one of
the United States of America, on the allegation or pretence that the said Solomon is a slave.
And your memorialist further states that Mintus Northup was the reputed father of said Solomon,
and was a Negro, and died at Fort Edward, on the 22d day of November, 1829; that the mother of
said Solomon was a mulatto, or three quarters white: and died in the county of Oswego, New
York, some five or six years ago, as your memorialist was informed and believes, and never was
a slave.
That your memorialist and her family are poor and wholly unable to pay or sustain any portion of
the expenses of restoring the said Solomon to his freedom.
Your excellency is entreated to employ such agent or agents as shall be deemed necessary to
effect the restoration and return of said Solomon Northup, in pursuance of an act of the
Legislature of the State of New-York, passed May 14th, 1840, entitled "An act more effectually
to protect J the free citizens of this State from being kidnapped or reduced to slavery." And your
memorialist will ever pray.
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