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All I demand for the black man is, that the white people shall take their heels off his neck,
and let him have a chance to rise by his own efforts. One of the first things that I heard when I
arrived in the free States-and it was the strangest thing to me that I heard-was, that the slaves
cannot take care of themselves. I came off without any education. Society did not take me up; I
took myself up. I did not ask society to take me up. All I asked of the white people was, to get out
of the way, and give me a chance to come from the South to the North. That was all I asked, and I
went to work with my own hands. And that is all I demand for my brethren of the South to-day -
that they shall have an opportunity to exercise their own physical and mental abilities. Give them
that, and I will leave the slaves to take care of themselves, and be satisfied with the result.

Now, Mr. President, I think that the present contest has shown clearly that the fidelity of the
black people of this country to the cause of freedom is enough to put to shame every white man in
the land who would think of driving us out of the country, provided freedom shall be proclaimed.
I remember well, when Mr. Lincoln’s proclamation went forth, calling for the first 75,000 men,
that among the first to respond to that call were the colored men. A meeting was held in Boston,
crowded as I never saw a meeting before; meetings were held in Rhode Island and Connecticut,
in New York and Philadelphia, and throughout the West, responding to the President’s call.
Although the colored men in many of the free States were disfranchised, abused, taxed without
representation, their children turned out of the schools, nevertheless, they, vent on, determined to
try to discharge their duty to the country, and to save it from the tyrannical power of the
slaveholders of the South. But the cry went forth-”We won’t have the Negroes; we won’t have
anything to do with them; we won’t fight with them; we won’t have them in the army, nor about
us.” Yet scarcely had you got into conflict with the South, when you were glad to receive the
news that contrabands brought. The first telegram announcing any news from the disaffected
district commences with-” A contraband just in from Maryland tells us” so much. The last
telegram, in to-day’s paper, announces that a contraband tells us so much about Jefferson Davis
and Mrs. Davis and the little Davises. The nation is glad to receive the news from the contraband.
We have an old law with regard to the mails, that a Negro shall not touch the mails at all; and for
fifty years the black man has not had the privilege of touching the mails of the United States with
his little finger; but we are glad enough now to have the Negro bring the mail in his pocket! The
first thing asked of a contraband is-”Have you got a newspaper? -what’s the news?” And the
news is greedily taken in, from the lowest officer or soldier in the army, up to the Secretary of
War. They have tried to keep the Negro out of the war, but they could not keep him out, and now
they drag him in, with his news, and are glad to do so. General Wool says the contrabands have
brought the most reliable news. Other Generals say their information can be relied upon. The
Negro is taken as a pilot to guide the fleet of General Burnside through the inlets of the South.
The black man welcomes your armies and your fleets, takes care of your sick, is ready to do
anything, from cooking up to shouldering a musket; and yet these would-be patriots and
professed lovers of the land talk about driving the Negro out!


