
level: 7-9

Aim: To learn about the characteristics of a ballad and to write an emigration ballad.

Standard:  2.  Literary Response and Expression.  Students will study emigration ballad
texts, note the conventions of the popular ballad and write their own emigration
broadside ballads.

Background information:  A ballad is a narrative poem which usually tells of heroic
deeds, murders, feuds or love tragedies. They were the  supermarket tabloids (The        
Star, The National Enquirer         )of their day. Ballads are usually composed of a number of                                          
four-line stanzas with regular meter and end rhyme. Some ballads have a chorus or a
refrain.

1.  Read "An Emigrant Female" and "The Wild Colonial Boy." In three or four
sentences tell what happens in each.  How do we learn about Mary or Jack Duggan?
What does the narrator tell us about each?  What do we learn from what they say?
What do we learn from what they do? Does the narrator  judge the characters or does
he leave it to the reader/listener.  

2.  Popular ballads were meant to be heard not read. If you are composing a ballad for
people who will hear it and not read it, what should you keep in mind?  How will your
listener remember your ballad?

3.  While ballads were sung or recited, there was a tradition of a printed ballad called
a broadside or street ballad. A broadside often told some newsworthy story of the day.
"John Mitchel" is a broadside ballad about an Irish hero who led a failed rebellion
during the Famine (1848). Mitchel was exiled to Van Dieman's Land (Tasmania), but
he made a daring escape to America in 1853.  He later returned to Ireland.  

A broadside was printed on one side of a long sheet of paper.  It was often
decorate with a woodcut illustration.  Write you own broadside ballad of at least four
stanzas on an emigration theme and illustrate it. You might want to write a ballad
about some member of your own family who had some kind of adventure coming to or
settling in America.     


