
Grade level 9-12
Famine curriculum

Lesson aim:  Students will map post-famine emigration patterns and hypothesize
about the relationship between famine and emigration.  
New York State Standards: Social Studies 3. Geography.  Students understand how to
develop and use maps and other graphic representations to display georaphic issues,
problems and questions.

Historical background: Emigration from Ireland was not a famine phenomenon.
Even before the famine, Ireland provided 1/3 of all the voluntary trans-Atlantic
migration (O'Gráda 7). That migration was associated with areas of north Leinster and
south and west Ulster While emigration Kerby Miller's Emigrants and Exiles gives                                         
data about the extent of emigration from Ireland during the famine and in the
immediate post-Famine years (1845-1855): 1.5million to the United States; 340,000 to
British North America (Canada); 200,000-300,000 to Britain, and several thousand to
Australia."In all, over 2.1 million Irish - about one-fourth of the island's pre-Famine
population - went overseas; more people left Ireland in just eleven years than during
the preceding two and one-half centuries.
An entire generation virtually disappeared from the land: only one out of three
Irishmen born about 1831 died at home of old age - in Munster only one out of four."

Lesson:

1.  From what you know about the conditions in Ireland before and during the
famine, can you make a hypothesis about which counties of Ireland will show the
heaviest emigration during the famine and the immediate post-famine years?

2.  Table 2.  Total Irish Emigration, 1851-1920  enummerates emigration by county
(Miller 570). Look at the left column (1851-1855).  Construct your own table of 1851-
1855 emigration that starts with the county that shows the least emigration and ends
with the county that shows the most emigration. List the number of emigrants next to
each county. Save the space to the right of each county for other calculations.  

2.  Using your chart, code your findings into at least four color rankings and fill in
the map of Ireland by country.  

3.  What conclusions can you draw about regional post-famine emigration from your
map?

4. Compare the 1851-1855 emigration numbers with the 1851 census.  The column on
the far right lists the total number of males and females in each county.  Write those
numbers on your emigration chart by county. (Be sure and include the data for cities
on the 1851 census with the appropriate county.  Now, based on the total number  of
people living in the county in 1851, what percent of of the population emigrated by
county in the years 1851-1855. In another space on your chart rank the counties 1-32
based on percentage (greater to smaller).

5.  Take a second county map and code your data into at least four colors.  Are your
two maps the same?  If not, what changes do you observe?  What conclusions can you
draw?     


